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November 2021
Dear friends in Christ Jesus,

“Thank God that we have God!”
November holds several important dates within its calendar.
November 1st is All Saints’ Day; the 11th, Veterans Day; and the
25th, Thanksgiving Day.
Of those days, Thanksgiving is probably the most popular. For in
the past, it’s on that day that many Americans gave pause to
consider all of their blessings and then humbly and gratefully offer
thanks to our gracious God for those blessings that He had
bestowed upon us.
However, perhaps this year our reflections on the things going on
in our lives might be more on “the negative” than “the positive”
things. Some of those:
•

•

•

Upwards of 1.7 Million illegal aliens have streamed over our
nation’s southern border within less than a year. Shockingly,
this invasion was brought about by our own federal
government! What will so many needy, non-English
speaking people do as they overwhelm schools, medical
services, and American ideals?
After decades of minimal inflation of prices for goods and
services, the pendulum is quickly and dramatically swinging
the other way. Prices for food, gasoline, and seemingly
everything else are rising very quickly.
The Illinois State legislators are now seriously considering
abolishing the so-called “Parental Notification Law.” This
law presently makes it mandatory that the parents of minor
girls who are seeking an abortion must be notified in
advance of providing that “service.” Since when have “clockwatching” 8-5 government bureaucrats come to know more
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•

about child care than do parents – most of whom are “on
duty” 24-7?
Proponents of Marxist thought are making more and more
headway in our country. They seem to be successfully
destroying our nation’s history, culture, and common set of
values. Sadly and frighteningly, they seek to replace what
they destroy with riots, chaos, loss of freedom, and civic
mayhem.

But, in the face of all of that, perhaps the “silver lining” is that this
Thanksgiving, we perhaps can see more clearly and succinctly than
ever before that the Psalm writer was absolutely correct: “Our help
is in the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.” (Psalm 124:8)
I urge us all, to continue to pray for our families, our nation, and our
governmental leaders. Let us be even more diligent as we ask God
to intercede in these and so very many other areas of our lives that
are in dire circumstances.
And, above everything, at this time of our National Thanksgiving, let
us all also “Thank God that we have God” who towers over all of
the human hurt, heartache, tragedy, and betrayal that we see going
on in our world. Let us “Thank God that we have God” who has
promised to see us through all that threatens us.
Truly, with sin and death conquered through Jesus’ death and
resurrection in our place, we Christians know that whether things in
America get better or continue to deteriorate, God in Christ has
opened the gates of heaven for us!
In other words, this Thanksgiving, let us all

“Thank God that we have God!”
Have a blessed and Happy Thanksgiving!
In Christ Jesus, He who gives us hope for this life and the life to
come!

Pastor Rock
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Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch is a Lutheran
Foundation helping at-risk children and their
families in the name of Christ. Zion Sunday
School will be helping the Ranch by
sponsoring a “Honey Sunday” on
November 14th, after the service. We will be taking orders for 11 oz.
bottles of honey. The bottles of honey will be sent
directly from the Ranch. A gift of $10.00 for each
bottle of honey must accompany the order; all of the
money will go to the Ranch. This fundraiser makes it
possible for the Ranch to continue their residential
treatment and educational center for at-risk youth.
https://dakotaranch.org/

Revenue & Expense Report
Recap Month – September 2021 This Year
$75,917.83
Beginning Balance
+Receipts
46,923.54
-Expenses: Payroll, Taxes
36,455.84
Bills Paid
55,481.93
$30,903.60
Ending General Fund Balance
Loans, Payables Due
0
$30,903.60
Current Status of General Fund

Last Year
$29,391.48
49,105.65
33,721.74
17,187.87
$27,587.52
0
$27,587.52

Once again Zion Stewardship will be offering GIFT
CARDS for purchase beginning Sunday, October
31st through Sunday, November 28th. Order
forms will be available in the narthex. Cards will
be available December 5th. Great idea for the
upcoming holidays! Please make checks out to
“Zion Lutheran Church”. (Idea: Buy Amazon gift
cards and give them along with our Zion smile.amazon.com charity link
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2480851 and it’s a win/win for Zion!)

CHRISTIAN GROWTH MEETING
Monday, November 15th @ 5:30pm.
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The Beecher Women’s Club is pleased to
announce the sale of their new, one-of-a-kind
100th Anniversary Cookbook. This cookbook
contains recipes from members young and old,
all the way back to their founding members from
1922 and costs only $10. They will make great
holiday gifts for family and friends! If you would like a copy, please
stop in at First Community Bank & Trust, Beecher. The
receptionist will assist you with your purchase. Get yours today!

VOICE

OF

CARE invites all to Jazz It Up on Friday,

November 5, 2021, with a benefit concert featuring
Andy Tecson and the ChurchJazz Ensemble at Grace
Lutheran Church, in River Forest, Illinois. A VIP Ticket
($50) admits one PLUS allows a Very Important
Person with special needs to attend the event. General
Admission tickets are $40. Doors open at 6:30 p.m., the concert begins
at 7 p.m., and a reception follows. All proceeds benefit the ministry of
Voice of Care, equipping churches to embrace, empower and engage
people who experience disabilities in inclusive Christian discipleship.
Tickets go on sale September 30 at VoiceofCare.org.

ZION DORCAS SOCIETY BIBLE STUDY & MEETING
Thursday, November 11th @ 1pm

Volunteers Needed!
“ZION FELLOWSHIP COFFEE HOUR”
In order to continue, we will need volunteers to
help out once a month. Setting up includes
making coffee, tea water, putting out the food,
and clean-up (only takes about 30 minutes of time before church
and 30 minutes after everyone is done to clean up). So ideally we
will try to have 2 people on each week. If you like to bake, we would
welcome any baked goods to share with our members. (A sign-up
sheet is in the narthex on the goodie table.) Please contact Pat
Dermody (708) 845-9642 if you can help or have any questions.
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SENIOR WORSHIP SERVICE
The service will be on Thursday,
November 18th beginning at 11
AM. We are encouraging everyone
who is available to come to this special worship service and
luncheon no matter what your age. Following the communion
service, you will be served a luncheon which is sponsored by
private donations of individual members of Zion and served by
some of our members. This event is held on the 3rd Thursday of
every month. Please join us at 11am for a time of worship and
fellowship. EVERYONE IS WELCOME!
THANKSGIVING EVE WORSHIP
Once again this year, we will follow
Zion’s long-established practice of
holding our Thanksgiving worship
service on Thanksgiving Eve.
Accordingly, this important worship service will be held on Wed.,
November 24th beginning at 7 PM. Plan to observe Thanksgiving
just as the Pilgrims did – by first worshipping our bountiful God!

SAVE THE DATE –
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Church Christmas Decorating Sunday, November 28th
after the 9am service.

CHRISTMAS CARDS FOR MILITARY
Sunday School students will be signing
Christmas Cards for Military Personnel. You
can help by signing cards, include a short
note or Bible verse if you like. You can use
your return address or the churches. Do NOT
seal the envelope or apply postage. The cards will be mailed
through the Amvets Auxiliary of Beecher. Deadline 11/3.
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REMINDER: Please remember to fill
out an attendance card or sign the
attendance sheet if you come to any
worship services. We keep this
information for church statistics that get
sent to the LCMS/Northern Illinois
District. We also need the info in case
of Covid exposure. Thank you.

ZION MIDWEEK CHAPEL
LIVE!
Dear families of Zion Lutheran
Church & School, once again
this year we are planning to broadcast our midweek chapel services
live using Facebook & YouTube. The chapel begins at 8:20 AM each
Wed. and concludes at approximately 9 AM. You may watch the
service as it is broadcast live or view it later when your schedule
permits. You may find Zion’s Facebook page here:
www.facebook.com/zion.church.94 (By the way, this is the Church’s
FB page rather than the FB page of Zion’s school) and Zion Lutheran
YouTube.
For those who wish, you may listen to the service using any phone
(landline or cell) by dialing this number: 1-844-806-7617 The first time
that you dial this number, you may select the option to have the system
call you whenever Zion “goes live” with a chapel service, midweek
devotion (approx.. 12 min. on Thurs.) or our Sunday 9 AM worship
service. So, please plan to watch the chapel service! If you have any
questions, please call Pastor Rock 708.946.2271.
Preliminary results, as of 10/27, for the “Better
Together” DINNER AUCTION - over $50,000 for Zion
Lutheran Church & School!
(The $1,405 Split-the-Pot was donated to St. Paul’s.)

Support Zion Lutheran Church
& School when you shop
online with Amazon Smile.
smile.amazon.com
Your unique charity link: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2480851
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RANDOM NOTES FROM VARIOUS BOARDS
 Board of Christian Day School No report
submitted from the Board.
 Board of Trustees No report submitted from
the Board.
 Board of Elders No report submitted from the board.
 Stewardship/Outreach Gift Card Sale - orders will be taken October
31st through November 28th. Cards will be available for pickup Dec. 5th.

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
Wednesday, November 17th @ 7pm.

VOTERS MEETING
Sunday, December 5th after church.
This is an important meeting as the
2022 budget will be considered.

MIDWEEK ADVENT SERVICES
As this newsletter is being written, plans are being
finalized to conduct our upcoming Midweek Advent
services in conjunction with our fellow Christians at
Sts. Paul and John Lutheran Churches of Beecher!
More details will be in the December issue of this newsletter; but, for
now, please make plans to attend these services. They will be held on
December 1st, 8th, & 15th. The preaching will be done by the pastors of
the three congregations.

SEMINARY STUDENT HERE ON NOV. 14TH!
Joshua Brandmahl, our "adopted seminary student" for
the last three years, will be with us again on Sunday,
Nov. 14th. He will be the preacher at our 9 am service
that morning. He will also be present during the Adult
Bible Class hour to describe his vicarage spent in
Michigan last year. No doubt, with the pandemic to deal
with, it caused some unforeseen times during his 12 months of pastoral
internship! Please plan to be present to hear him describe his vicarage
as well as proclaim the Word of God to us!

8

ZION SCHOOL NEWS
Hello from Preschool and Pre-Kindergarten!
We have been so busy at school doing all sorts
of fun fall activities! We’ve learned about Fire
Safety, the season of Fall, and are going to start
our pumpkin unit. We’ll get to feel the pumpkin’s
insides and do all sorts of fun activities with them. We are looking
forward to November because we will shift our focus on to being
thankful. We are thankful for so much like our toys, friends and
family members, but we are the most thankful for Jesus forgiving all
of our sins on the cross!
Kindergarten - Kindergarteners are busy with many things. They
made Turkeys in Disguise, honored Veterans, and are now able to
use their knowledge to make WORDS!!
ELEMENTARY HAPPENINGS:
Fourth graders built bridges!!
Fifth - Eighth graders read Freak the Mighty. During this novel
study, the students also learned about the Legend of King Arthur
and the Knights of the Round Table. The students will come to
school on November 10th in knightly attire and will present their
findings. That day is known as Quest Day. A great feast will be held
and students will engage in many activities.
October 26th: Zion Lutheran Pumpkin Patch. Students received a
pumpkin to take home and had lots of fun playing outside in the
pumpkin patch.
October 29th: Students celebrated Reformation day with cupcakes.
Mrs. Henning also had the 95 Theses hung up on her office door
for the students to see.
November 2nd: Is voting day. Students will be given the opportunity
to vote for their desired special treat. They were able to choose
between cookies and cupcakes.
November 11th: Veteran's day. The Beecher Amvets will come to
do a special demonstration on how to properly fold a flag and what
each of the folds represent. Students plan to create cards for the
veterans to thank them for their service.
November 24-26th: Thanksgiving Break. Happy Thanksgiving!
Jennifer Bennett
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ANGEL TREE
(WHAT?? ALREADY?)
Zion's Christian Growth Committee will
again sponsor the "Angel Tree" which
gives our members and friends an opportunity to share the love of
Jesus by making sure all of our children have presents for
Christmas. You, as a member or friend of Zion, can sponsor any
child or family (who have some kind of "connection" to Zion) that
could use some help at Christmas. The child's name with their gift
wishes will be put on an angel & hung on the angel tree. The family
remains anonymous. If you have sponsored a family in the past,
or know of someone who needs some help, please do not hesitate
to let us know. You can protect their privacy by filling out the wish
list for them and be the one to pick up and deliver the presents. If
you know of a family in need, please pick up a wish list on the table
in the narthex or in the school office, fill it out & return it to the
church office by Sunday, November 14th. (Note: Due to Covid-19,
Lutheran Child & Family Services are not sponsoring a toy drive this year,
but they are again sponsoring a financial drive. See below.) Thank you!
Zion Christian Growth

Lutheran Child & Family Services of Illinois has approximately
1,750 children & youth in their foster care and Intact Family
Services programs. Due to the uncertainty around the pandemic,
they have decided to host a financial drive again this year in place
of their Christmas toy drive. Their goal is to gift each child with a
$100 gift card. If you would like to help them meet their goal, your
donation may be sent to:
LCFS Christmas Drive, One Oakbrook Terrace, Suite 501,
Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181
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ALTAR FLOWERS FOR
CHRISTMAS
Poinsettias will be available
again this Christmas season
for $9.00 each through the
Christian Growth Committee.
The poinsettias will decorate the Altar through Christmas Day.
You may take your plant home following the Christmas Day
service. Due to limited space on the altar, only 50 poinsettias will
be ordered. Reserve your flowers early to guarantee having a
plant to take home. Names will be listed in the Christmas Eve &
Christmas Day bulletins.
Thank you for your support!
If you are placing this/these plant(s) in someone’s memory or for another
occasion, please note below. Please print clearly. This information will be
printed in the bulletins on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.

Plant 1.___________________________________________
Plant 2.___________________________________________
Plant 3.___________________________________________
Plant 4. __________________________________________
Plant 5. ___________________________________________
Number of Plants _____ x $9.00/plant = Total: $______
Amount enclosed: ____________
Your name: ______________________________________
Please Make Checks Payable To:
ZION CHRISTIAN GROWTH COMMITTEE
If you choose to participate, any amount over the cost of the
poinsettias will be given for the support of Vicar Joshua Brandmahl.
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An Invitation from Pastor Estby – Zion Grant Park….
Greetings to the area brothers and district friends,
Having moved into the parsonage in mid-June 2021,
the past few months have been 'settling' time for the
Estby household--and also completion of some
'punch list' items for the house project.
We are pleased to invite you, your families, and your congregation for a
celebratory Open House at the Zion parsonage (11468 N 11000E Rd.
Grant Park) on Saturday, November 6th from 2-6pm. We will serve a
supply of Lutheran beverages {some drinks not recommended for
younger ages}, appetizers, and maybe burst into hymnody on a few
occasions!! Take a tour of the house, walk barefoot in the freshly-grown
grass, and enjoy the fellowship of friends and neighbors. NO RSVP
necessary. Just stop on in for a short visit.
The four-year project: began with a conversation initiated by the Elders
in March 2017, percolated for one year among informal discussion,
explored by an appointed parsonage committee throughout 2018,
approved by the Voters for demolition/new-build in February 2019,
ground-breaking for construction in July 2020 and temporary occupancy
granted in June 2021.... has reached its conclusion!!
Support came from the many members of the Zion Grant Park
congregation, friends of Zion, the circuit congregations, the community
of Grant Park and surrounding villages. We were blessed with a talented
crew of contracted construction workers--and a building
committee/general contractor of Zion members that oversaw the project
from start to finish.
Thank you for your prayers, your support, and most importantly--the
abundance of the Lord's grace, love and gifts throughout the entire
parsonage project.
Blessings in Christ,
Pastor Cory, Christena, Gabriel, Kaleigh, Samuel, and Josiah Estby
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH – SERMON SUMMARY OUTLINE
Name: Ella Hammer Date: 9/19/21 Church: Zion Lutheran
Beecher, IL Preacher: Pr. Rock Sermon Text: Mark 9:30-37
Opening Story or Illustration: “The disciples were arguing after Jesus
had told them on their last trip into Galilee before he was crucified. And
how the disciples didn’t listen to Jesus when he told them he would be
crucified. Then the disciples showed their sins. Pastor also talked
about how many young men are refusing to go to college because
many of the collages talk about the toxic behavior that the men
represent. And because they don’t want to pay tens of thousands of
dollars to be called toxic. And how every gender and sexual ability
fights for attaining power and privilege and status.”
How did the pastor preach the Law of God to you? (How did the
sermon convict you of your sins and show you your need for a
Savior?) “He told us how Jesus died for us. We are no different and
want to be the person in charge. And that if people don’t follow us, we
might post bad things on social media about them. He taught us how
Jesus should always be first. Jesus used a small child to teach the
deciples that we should put him first. He teaches us how it is a sin to
put people down because of their race and how to put men down
because they are men and not caring one bit who they put down in the
process. And that where we have failed God, we repent of that and
look to him for forgiveness and to serve him.”
How did the pastor preach the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ to you?
(How did he show God’s love and mercy to you through His Son
in spite of your sins?) “Jesus died on the cross for our sins to save
us so we can go to Heaven. He taught us about how he told the
disciples that he would be crucified. Jesus was going to earn divine
Glory and share it with them. It was like the disciples shut their ears
and couldn’t hear. Pastor talked about the sanctuary and how getting
Jesus way is all that matters. He teaches us how God has a different
way, a different way from sin. And that regardless of everything God
loves them.”
My child & I discussed this aspect of the sermon together: “We talked
about how the disciples were arguing & not listening to Jesus (sin) &
how Jesus died & rose to forgive every sin.”
Parent/Guardian Signature:

Julie Hammer
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH – SERMON SUMMARY OUTLINE
Name:_Mary Shapkauski Date: 10/2/21 Church: Zion Beecher
Preacher: Pr. Stein Sermon Text: Hebrews 2:1-13
Opening Story or Illustration: “While writing this sermon, Pastor Stein
was drawn to Hebrews 2. This passage was powerful and relatable to
today when we feel the world is falling apart. The second half of verse
eight says, ‘At present, we do not yet see everything in subjection to
Him.’”
How did the pastor preach the Law of God to you? (How did the
sermon convict you of your sins and show you your need for a
Savior?) Adam and Eve were put in the garden under God, but
wanted to rule over him. As humans in this fallen world, we seek power
over Him. It seems that this world is not subject to Him when bad things
happen. We grow discouraged at times, not fully trusting Him.”
How did the pastor preach the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ to you?
(How did he show God’s love and mercy to you through His Son
in spite of your sins?) “Christ humbled himself to be like us and die
a horrible death so we may live. He can give help to us when we are
tested and tempted. God is able to sympathize us and take our sins by
tasting a death we deserved. Christ came to make it right again and
restore all. We can look to Christ. This is salvation for all who believe.
We should never be discouraged, but look to God, not earth. His life
will give us peace.”
My child & I discussed this aspect of the sermon together: “We
discussed how in this world everything seems to be horrible at times.
This is the reality of sin. However, when everything seems hopeless
we are reminded to look to God – the true source of hope.”

M. Shapkauski

Parent/Guardian Signature: _

SAVE THE DATE!
ZION DORCAS SOCIETY ANNUAL COOKIE W ALK
SAT., DECEMBER 11TH – 8:30AM TO 11:00AM
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BASIC LERT TRAINING - CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY CHICAGO 11/20/21
8:30AM-1:30PM
Description
Please consider attending LCMS LERT (Lutheran Early Response
Team) volunteer training offered by Lutheran Church Charities.
Federal guidelines indicate that volunteers responding to a disaster
should be trained and certified. Should a disaster strike, you could
deploy to a disaster site and serve those affected in a church and
community. This training will prepare LERT team members for
credentialing and will focus on the safety, work, and ministry of
Lutherans as Early Responders. This training is part of a Synod-wide
disaster response program, facilitated by a national network of District
Disaster Response Coordinators and Teams. After the training, you
will receive a certificate, ID badge, manual, vest and a T-shirt.
PLEASE NOTE: Registrations must be received by two weeks prior
to the training day to ensure a shirt at the time of the class.
Registrations received after that date will have shirts sent with the
credential card.
In the chaos of disaster, it's important to stay focused on the task at
hand. This training will help you focus on the most important thing to
remember as you prepare for or to respond to a disaster in your
community or beyond. At the center of our LERT Volunteer training is
one thing: MERCY! Christ's mercy is the basis for everything we say
and do. This training event will equip you to be an effective volunteer
should a disaster strike your community. After a brief introduction
regarding the goals and theological rationale of LCM Disaster
Response, the LERT volunteer training will address the following:
• Christian care in times of disaster
• A Ministry of Presence
• The LERT Program and how it works with other responders
• Introduction to Disaster Response
• LCC/NID Disaster Response & Deployment Protocol
• Service Opportunities after a Disaster & Safety Protocol

15

THE CALL COMMITTEE has received the names and
files of 13 candidates to fill the vacancy for Pastor
Rock in the summer of 2022. The committee will
meet several times to review the personnel files of
all the candidates. Following a thorough review of the files, interviews
will begin in approximately 3 or 4 weeks. Our goal is to recommend to
the voters two or three candidates, in late December or early January.
A special note: The NID has stressed to the Call Committee to keep all
the names and information of the candidates confidential. The
committee will honor the directive of the NID. Ron Janota

SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE
SATURDAY, DEC. 11TH AT 7PM
This year we will again hold a special “Service of
Remembrance”. Its purpose is to help those people who have lost
loved ones to get through this festive time of year – but now without
those who are missing from their lives.
Please remember that this is for both our own members AND anyone
within our area. Please spread the word to your friends and family.
Perhaps through this effort, we can help many people find more joy at
this time of year. Please see Pastor Rock for more information.

YOUTH GROUP GATHERING
All youth 7-12 grades (and their
friends!) are invited to attend a gettogether with the youth of St. John
and St. Paul’s Lutheran Churches.
We’ll meet on Sunday, Nov. 7, from
5-6:30 pm at St. Paul’s property
1407 W. Church Road, Beecher.
Games are planned along with a hotdog roast. We’ll conclude the
evening with a brief devotion by the bonfire. In the event of adverse
weather (rain, wind, too cold, etc.) we’ll meet at Zion that same evening
and time. We’ll announce on Facebook if the gathering will be held at
Zion. Please consider attending. We had 17 youth attend in October!
For more information, please contact Pr. Rock.
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FROM:
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
540 Oak Park Ave., P.O. Box 369
Beecher, IL 60401
Rev. Ronald D. Rock, Pastor
Mrs. Kelly Henning, Principal

Church 708-946-2271
Zionbeecher@comcast.net
WWW.zionbeecher.net

School 708-946-2272
Zionbraves@comcast.net
FAX 708-946-2611

TO:

Next “Drive-Up” Communion is
Sunday, November 7th, approx. 11:30am.
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