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May 2022 
 

Dear friends in Christ Jesus, 

 

  The Times They are A-Changin’ 
One of my favorite non-religious songwriters is the English 
poet/songwriter, Bob Dylan (Dillon). He achieved the height of his 
popularity in the 1960’s, but many of his songs remain far from being 
obscure. In fact, not uncommonly I learn from one of our youth that 
they are familiar with Dylan and many of his songs! 

As I reflect on all that is going on at our beloved Zion, I thought of one 
of Dylan’s more famous songs: The Times They are A-Changin’. Within 
it, Dylan speaks of a fact that has always been the case – that our 
world and our lives are ever dynamic. Like it or not, everything around 
us is always changing!  

“The Times” at Zion are certainly changing. Many things have changed 
in the last few months. With reluctance and sadness on the part of 
every member of Zion, a majority of our members believed that the 
further operation of our school was financially untenable. I will be 
retiring at the end of June. And now, we are considering a potential 
change of ministry at Zion by discussing the idea with our fellow 
Christians at St. John and St. Paul Lutheran Churches of engaging in 
some form of “joint ministry” with them. (See a related article below.)  

Yes, some change has occurred, some change is soon to occur, and 
some change might occur in the future.  

To be sure, change can be frightening. Yet, change can also be 
exciting, refreshing, and reenergizing. And, as Christians, we face 
everything in our lives – even such things as “change” – with the Lord 
Jesus Christ by our side! 

In 1937, the world was in turmoil. The Great Depression was still on-
going and the world was shuddering as Nazism led by Adolf Hitler 
came to prominence in Germany. Meanwhile, Communism, Nazism’s 
“cousin” led by Joseph Stalin in the Soviet Union, was also beginning 
to show itself to be a scourge to humanity.  
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Then Lutheran Hour speaker, Walter A. Maier, coined a phrase that 
resonates with us to this day: “We preach a changeless Christ in a 
changing world!” In his sermon from 85 years ago, Maier reminded 
God’s people that no matter what changes they faced, the “the God of 
all comfort” (2 Cor. 1:3) would be with them through it all! 

Indeed, as we face these “times that are a-changin’” we face them with 
a “changeless Christ” who towers over all of time and all events that 
will ever occur in time! Bob Dylan (with his nasally voice as it is!) is 
absolutely correct – the times (and all times!) are constantly “a-
changin’” but the constant for all of us is that our “changeless Christ” 
remains with us regardless of anything that occurs! 

Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; 
   Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away; 
Change and decay is all around I see; 

   O Thou who changes not, abide with me. 
Abide with Me, LSB #878 

Your friend in Christ Jesus, 
 
 
 

Pastor Rock 
 
 
 
 

REPORT ON JOINT MEETING OF 

BEECHER LCMS CONGREGATIONS 

On Saturday, April 23rd, our 
congregation was invited to 

participate in a meeting with the members of St. Paul & St. John 
Lutheran Churches of Beecher. During the meeting, the three pastors 
of those congregations gave a presentation that described what “joint 
ministry” might look like if all 3 congregations wished to consider such 
an endeavor. 

You may go to this link to watch it: https://youtu.be/PM115FygU-w 

On Sunday, May 22nd Zion will have a meeting of just our Voters 
Assembly. Please watch the video so you can hear for yourself what 
was said at that meeting and thereby be better informed and able to 
contribute to the discussion of this possibility. Please see Pastor Rock 
or our church leaders if you have questions.  
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ZLS – SCHOOL NEWS  
Hello from Preschool and Pre-Kindergarten! 
During our last month we are putting in our all and 
finishing out strong! In Preschool we will finish the 
year with many hands on themes such as I-Spy, 
ocean animals, and kites. In Pre-K we are gearing 

up to be real Kindergarteners next year! Along with our daily activities, 
we will be making Mother’s Day gifts, and our last week of school will 
celebrate our 100th day and this means we are "100 days smarter" and 
definitely ready for Kindergarten. During Jesus time we are sharing the 
good news that Jesus is Alive and has saved us from our sins. We 
were able to spread this good news with the older kids during their 
school day. Blessings on your summer! 
The students in Kindergarten and First Grade are learning about the 
life cycle of butterflies.  We will be raising our own butterflies and then 
will release them into the community. 
Grades 5-8 are working on a poetry unit.  They are learning about the 
different types of poetry and then each student will be creating a poetry 
book with their own poems. 
The students in Grades 4-8 are practicing for the South Suburban 
Track Meet.  This year’s track meet will be held on Saturday, May 7th, 
at Illiana Christian High School. 
Several end of the year field trips are planned for the month of May.  
Pre-Kindergarten will be going to the Exploration Station Children’s 
Museum in Bourbonnais.  Kindergarten and First Grade are planning 
to visit the Beecher Library.  Grades 4-8 are planning a trip to 
Governor’s State University to tour the Nathan Manilow Sculpture 
Park.  Grades 5-8 will be traveling to Kentucky on May 20-21 to visit 
the Creation Museum and the Ark Encounter.  Thank you for your 
support of our fundraising efforts this past year which are helping to 
fund this trip!  The students in Kindergarten through eighth grade 
will wrap up the school year with a walking field trip to Buddy’s! 
Zion Lutheran School has 6 students who are completing 
Kindergarten, their first year of elementary school.  These students 
are: Antonio Espinoza, Brian Hansen, Etta Hiemenz, Joshua 
Jacobson, Ryan Smith, and Alyvia Terry.   
Zion Lutheran School has 4 students who are completing their 
elementary school years and will be graduating from Eighth Grade.  
These students are: Lily Deyo, Sarah Muehlberg, Van Porter, and Mary 
Shapkauski.  We are proud of the accomplishments of all of our 
students! 
Thank you to all of the members of Zion Lutheran Church for your many 
decades of support for the ministry of our school. Martha Shapkauski 
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Next Dorcas Dessert Luncheon & Meeting is 
Thursday, May 12th @ 1pm in the conference room. 
Hostesses: Rhonda Campbell & Debbie Falaschetti. 
Program: Bible Study 

 

SPECIAL MONTHLY WORSHIP & LUNCHEON  
THURSDAY, MAY 19TH @ 11:00AM  

ATTENTION ALL SENIORS, RETIREES OR ANYONE 

AVAILABLE ON THE 3RD
 THURSDAY OF THE MONTH!! 

We are encouraging everyone who is available 
to come to this special worship service and 

luncheon no matter what your age. Following the communion service, 
you will be served a luncheon which is sponsored by private donations 
of individual members of Zion and served by some of our members.  
This event is held on the 3rd Thursday of every month.  Please join us 
at 11:00am for a time of worship and fellowship.  EVERYONE IS 

WELCOME!  
 
 
AMAZONSMILE DONATIONS ADD UP! 
We have received notice from AmazonSmile 
that the most recently completed quarter saw 
charitable donations to Zion $76.28. This is 
the result of qualifying purchases made by our members and others who 
have selected Zion Lutheran Church to be the recipient of their online 
purchases using the smile.amazon.com tool when shopping on Amazon. 
Since Zion began participating in this program, Zion has received $484.97 
through this tool. Thank you to everyone who have selected Zion Lutheran 
Church to be the recipient of monies generated through your online 
purchases at Amazon.  
 

Support Zion Lutheran Church when you shop online with Amazon 
Smile. smile.amazon.com Your unique charity link:                                                 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2480851 

 

 
DON’T MISS IT!  

SUNDAY, JUNE 26TH  
Pastor Rock is retiring at the end 
of June. Please plan now to 

worship that morning and join us in thanking God for Pastor’s service 
to His Church on earth and especially among us here at Zion. More 
details will be given in the next Zion News. 
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SAVE THE DATE 
Volunteers Needed! 

Church Spring Cleaning 
Friday, May 13th 

Begins at 8:30am, but please just come when you can!  
All hands needed! 

 
 
 

YOU’VE GOT MAIL! 
[Note – Correspondence addressed to our congregation-at-large 
periodically is delivered. Shown below is one such letter that 
recently arrived.] 
 

From Alicia’s House 
Dear Zion Lutheran Church, 
We would like to thank you for your recent donation of $150 for our 
Food Pantry Program. As you know, the pandemic has caused 
many food pantries to shut down and countless people to be 
unemployed. That has put an unbelievable burden on Alicia’s 
House as we see the number of families we are serving continue to 
grow. Your donation will help us to meet this demand. Thank you 
for helping Alicia’s House to help others! 
Stella Hernandez, Director, Alicia’s House 
 

 
GERANIUMS FOR PENTECOST 
We will be having Red Potted Geraniums on 
the Altar for Pentecost, June 4th & 5th. 
These geraniums are in 10” pots and cost 
$15.00 each. Plants will be available for you 
to take home following the Sunday, June 5th 
service. If you would like to reserve a pot of 
geraniums, there is a sign-up sheet in the 
narthex; or call Kay Bunte 708-946-2472 by 
May 29th. You can pay Kay on June 5th.  
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HIGHLIGHTS/SUMMARY OF THE 60TH 

CONVENTION 
OF THE NORTHERN ILLINOIS DISTRICT  

OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH–MISSOURI SYNOD 
 

MARCH 11 & 12, 2022 
 

Based on Colossians 3:16, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, 
teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to 
God,” The 60th Convention of The Northern Illinois District of The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod adjourned in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit on Saturday, March 12, 
2022 after two days of providing opportunity for worship, nurture, 
inspiration, fellowship, and the communication of vital information as it 
related to our District and Synod. 

The convention took place Friday, March 11 through Saturday, March 
12 at Concordia University Chicago, River Forest. Opening worship 
was held in the Chapel of Our Lord with guest preacher Rev. Dr. 
Matthew Harrison, our synod president. 

A function of the convention was the election of the president, vice 
president, board of directors, and nomination committees among other 
roles. The delegates re-elected were Rev. Allan Buss (second term) 
as president, along with the Presidium, Rev. Steven Anderson, Rev. 
Michael Brown, Rev. Cory Estby, and Rev. Caleb Schauer. Rev. 
James Kellerman was re-elected as District secretary. 

President Buss, in his address to the delegates said, “At that [2018] 
convention, I shared these words, ‘We are in this together.’ We had no 
clue what would lie ahead. We did, though, sing at that convention, ‘Let 
Us Ever Walk with Jesus’ and Jesus has led us through much. The 
Savior who put us together has kept us together. We are the body of 
Christ. We are the Church and we get to be the Church. Christ loves 
the Church! Even the world needs the Church to be the Church! The 
agenda is not mine or yours, it is His!” 

Word, Wellness, and Witness were adopted as the official focus of the 
District (Resolution 1-01). Videos were a part of the convention 
highlighting these pillars of our work together and will be available on 
the district’s YouTube channel. (Search NIDLCMS on YouTube.com.) 

Other resolutions included: 

• Belize was designated as the District's official international 
mission focus (Resolution 3-02). 
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• The District confessed that the church has the unique and 
essential task of preaching the Gospel and administering the 
sacraments, which alone can bring salvation. Although "the 
Church is not entirely independent of the Government's left-
hand rule as she deals with non-spiritual matters," it does not 
have authority to interfere with "her God-given functions" 
(Resolution 1-05). 

• The convention deplored the sin of racism, encouraged 
congregations to implement Resolution 11-04 from Synod's 
2019 convention, and mandated the appointment of a task 
force to study past efforts at multiethnic ministries and to 
propose ways "to move forward in our present and future 
outreach in multiethnic communities" (Resolution 3-03). 

• That the Northern Illinois District would again allow a man to 
run for four consecutive three-year terms to be President of the 
Northern Illinois District (Resolution 2-07). 

The convention was live streamed and recordings are available on the 
District YouTube channel.  

Brad Johnson and Will Strenge represented Zion as voting Lay 
Delegates at the convention. Pastor Rock was our voting Pastoral 
Delegate. Please speak with any of these men if you have questions 
or are curious to learn more about the convention.  
 

“ZION GARAGE SALE” 
Zion Dorcas Society and Christian Growth are 
planning on holding a “garage sale” again this 
year on Thursday and Friday, July 28th & 
29th from 8am – 4pm and Saturday, July 

30th from 8am to 12 noon. While you are doing your “spring cleaning”, 
consider donating those reusable items you no longer have need of to 
the sale. Please put reusable, sellable items in a box marked “garage 
sale” and save them for our sale. Items may be brought directly to the 
gym on Saturday, July 23rd  through Wednesday, July 27th from 12 
noon – 4pm. Please use west conference room entrance to the 
building.  Any Senior Citizens that need us to pick-up items, or anyone 
needing to make special arrangements for drop off: call Kay 946-2472 
or Alleen 946-6477. We cannot accept exercise equipment, TV’s, or 
large appliances. Last year we raised over $3000.00 through this 
project.  If you can help with set up or work a day of the sale, there will 
be a sign-up sheet in the Narthex as we get closer to the date of the 
sale. Thank you for your support! 
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Revenue & Expense Report 
Recap Month – March 2022 This Year 

 
Last Year 

Beginning Balance $41,757.33   $110,271.03 
 +Receipts  58,305.62      49,056.47 

  -Expenses: Payroll, Taxes 40,800.84      37,072.07 
     Bills Paid 26,750.63      21,128.18 

Ending General Fund Balance $32,511.48   $101,127.25 
Loans, Payables Due 0.00               0.00 
Current Status of General Fund $32,511.48   $101,127.25 

 

 

WORSHIP TIME CHANGE 
REGULAR 5PM SATURDAY EVENING SERVICES WILL BE HELD 

ON MONDAYS AT 7PM FOR THE SUMMER MONTHS.  Beginning 
the Monday after Memorial Day Weekend (June 6th), our 
Saturday evening service will be moved to Mondays at 
7pm. This worship day and time will be in play throughout the summer. 
Please note: NO 5pm Worship Services on Saturdays, May 21st, 
May 28th, and June 4th. 

 
 

ALTAR FLOWER CALENDAR 
You are welcomed and encouraged to arrange for 
flowers to be put on the Altar in memory of loved ones, 
in honor of birthdays, anniversaries, or any special 

occasion you choose.  You may order the arrangement from the florist 
of your choice or Beecher Florist (708-946-2541).  Please make 
delivery arrangements with your florist. There is a calendar in the 
church office for you to choose your special day in 2022.  
 
 
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTS: 
There are a couple of ladies in our congregation, who 
make LWR Quilts all year long. They would accept 
material, sheets and pillow cases to be used in making 
quilts. This can also be left in the narthex.  
If you have any questions, please contact Janet 
Guritz, Arlene Leodler, or  Kay 708-946-2472.  
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“BUILD A BED” PROJECT UPCOMING 
St. Paul's Lutheran Church in Bourbonnais/Kankakee will be 
hosting a mission project in conjunction with the nationally known 
Sleep in Heavenly Peace (SHP) group (www.shpbeds.org). SHP is an 
organization that believes no child should sleep on the floor. 
Accordingly, they build beds and give them to families in need. Below 
is a link to the SHP website with all the details about the organization. 
Kankakee has a local chapter of Sleep in Heavenly Peace and they do 
bed builds four times each year. The local chapter finds a financial 
sponsor and then sets up in a parking lot or large, indoor open space 
where they lead and teach volunteers how to make beds. 
On June 11th, St. Paul's will be the financial sponsor for and will be 
hosting a bed build at the school campus in Bourbonnais. The build will 
be 8 am to 12 noon on that Saturday. Weather permitting it will occur 
in the back parking lot; and weather not permitting the bed build will be 
in the school gym. We invite Zion members to partner with St. Paul's 
to build beds for children in need. 
There are many ways you can join us in this large service project. One 
way is through assistance in sponsoring beds. We hope to build 30 
beds at $250 per bed, so we need to raise $7,500. You could 
participate by donating money toward the cost of materials. Another 
way to help is to send volunteers to build beds on June 11th. Your 
church could organize a group to help with the early morning shift of 8-
10 am or the late morning shift of 10 am-noon or help the entire 
morning.  
If you wish to participate, please let St. Paul's know so they can provide 
all the pertinent details of the day to you.  
For further information, please contact Sarah Cherry at 815-651-6864 
or sarahcherry30@yahoo.com . 
About Sleep in Heavenly Peace | Sleep in Heavenly Peace 
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SUNSHINE VISITORS are a group of people that 
visit shut-in members of our congregation. Visits 
are done once a month to two or three shut-ins by 
a pair of visitors. During these times of virus and 

illness, phone call visits are an option. Visits are scheduled through the 
Dorcas Sunshine Chairman. If you are interested in helping bring joy 
to our homebound members or would like more information, please 
contact the Sunshine Committee Chairman, Pat DeGroot 708-946-
6589 or Alleen Blum 708-946-6477. And, by the way, men are also 
encouraged to join the Sunshine Visitors. There are male homebound 
members of our congregation that would like a visit too!  
 

Volunteers Needed!   
“ZION FELLOWSHIP COFFEE HOUR” 

In order to continue, we will need volunteers to help out 
once a month.  Setting up includes making coffee, tea 
water, putting out the food, and clean-up (only takes about 30 minutes 
of time before church and 30 minutes after everyone is done to clean 
up).  So ideally we will try to have 2 people on each week. If you like to 
bake, we would welcome any baked goods to share with our members. 
There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex on the goodie table. 
 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: The church office is usually 
open Mon.-Wed., 9-2. However, please keep in mind that 
the office hours are flexible. It is always best to call in 
advance of driving to the office. Pastor is generally in the 
building Mon.-Thurs., 9-5. Again, please phone first. 

Church Office: 708-946-2271; Pastor’s Cell: 708-363-9863. 
 
 

ZION LUTHERAN OF GRANT PARK’S 150TH 

ANNIVERSARY YEAR! 
We rejoice with our brothers and sisters of our sister 
congregation at Zion Lutheran of Grant Park as they 
observe their 150th Anniversary this year. Here is a brief 
schedule of their Anniversary events: 

 Sun., June 12th @ 10 am  Divine Service & 150th Anniversary 
Banquet. Guest preacher, Rev. Eric Allyn, former pastor 

 Sun., Sept. 11th @ 10 am  Divine Service & Outdoor Picnic 
Potluck. Guest preacher, Rev. David Federwitz, former pastor 

 Nov. 5th – 6th  Hymn Festival (Saturday) Guest preacher, Rev. 
Robert Volkert, former pastor 

For more details, please view Zion Grant Park’s Facebook page. 
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NID PRESIDENT, REV. ALLAN BUSS,  
TO PREACH AT ZION! 

Pastor and Karen Rock will be away from Zion attending 
their niece’s wedding on Sunday, May 22nd. Our Northern 
Illinois District President, Rev. Allan Buss, has accepted 
our invitation to preach in Pastor Rock’s absence. 
Furthermore, Zion’s Board of Elders thought that it would 
be wise to cancel our Saturday evening service that 

weekend. This will allow as many of our members as possible to be 
present to hear Rev. Buss preach. (Rev. Buss is unable to be at Zion on 
Saturday evening.)  

Present plans provide for Pres. Buss to stay for a few minutes following 
the service to visit with us and answer questions regarding the 
upcoming retirement of Pastor Rock. May God bless Pres. Buss’s time 
with us! 

 
VALET PARKING SERVICE HAS RETURNED! If in need, a 
volunteer will be available to park your car. Please use 
the drive-up portico doors on the west side of the 
building. Wade Wilson is the volunteer for May. (Please 
thank him when you see him!) 

 
REMINDER:  Members and visitors please remember 
to fill out an attendance card and place it in the wooden 
box as you leave the sanctuary. We keep this 
information for church statistics that get sent to the 
LCMS/Northern Illinois District. Thank you. 

 

GIFT CARDS!!! Sale begins April 30th. Order 

forms will be available in the narthex.  Cards will be available 
May 27th. Please make checks payable to “Zion Lutheran 
Church”. (Idea: Buy Amazon gift cards and give them along 
with our Zion smile.amazon.com charity link 
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2480851 and it’s a win/win 
for Zion!) 
 
 

 
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING  
Wednesday, May 11th @ 7pm. 
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VOTERS MEETING 

Sunday, May 22nd, after the 9am 
service. Below is the list of nominees 

for the offices and boards of Zion. 

 
 
 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL 
Beecher, Illinois 

Boards & Committees 
2022-2023 (updated April 25, 2022) 

 

Chairman        2 Years 
Will Strenge   7/31/23   
 

Vice Chairman        2 Years 
*Robert Barber  7/31/24   
 

Secretary     2 Years 
*Margie Cook  7/31/24 
 

Treasurer               3 Years 
Arlene Leodler         7/31/23  
 

Elders – Minimum 10  (to vote 4) 3 Years 
 

Vacant     7/31/25 
*Mark Svenningsen  7/31/25 
Vacant          7/31/25 
*Adrian Adam             7/31/25  
 

Vacant     7/31/24 
Ron Janota (Chair) 7/31/24 
Michael Rivas  7/31/24 
Kevin Daugherty  7/31/24 
 
 

David Mills   7/31/23 
Chuck Krug   7/31/23 
Adam Miller   7/31/23 
Jerry Storbeck  7/31/23 
 

Trustees - Minimum 5  (to vote 3)  3 Years 
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Vacant    7/31/25 
*Bill Shapkauski          7/31/25 
Vacant    7/31/25 
 

Mike Boudreau  7/31/24 
Ben Mills   7/31/24 
 

Tony Triola   7/31/23 
Landis Wehrmann  7/31/23 
 

Finance- Minimum 5  (to vote 3)  3 Years  
 

*Ron Stluka                      7/31/25 
*Donna Barber   7/31/25 
 

*Terri Woods    7/31/24 
Bill Shapkauski (Chair) 7/31/24 
Arlene Leodler (Secretary) 7/31/24 
 

 

Christian Day School-  3 Years 
     Minimum 5  (to vote 3)   
 

*Greg Hammer (Chair) 7/31/25 
*Laura Mills    7/31/25 
*Roger Phillips   7/31/25  
 

Kim Daugherty   7/31/24 
*Paul Eggert     7/31/24 
 

Brad Johnson   7/31/23 
Janice Boicken   7/31/23 
Dan Bockelmann   7/31/23 
 

Parish Education-   3 Years 
            Minimum 5  (to vote 3)   
 

*Nancy Hamilton   7/31/25 
*Toni Wilson    7/31/25 
 

Dan Bockelmann (Chair) 7/31/24 
Jana Hopper    7/31/24  
 

Kay Bunte           7/31/23 
 

Board of Stewardship/Outreach-  3 Years 
          Minimum 5  (to vote 3)   
 

Vacant     7/31/25 
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*Debbie Falaschetti  7/31/25 
*Jacob Mills    7/31/25 
 

Vacant     7/31/24 
Margie Cook  (Chairman) 7/31/24 
 

Janice Brands   7/31/23 
Vacant     7/31/23 
 

 
House/Endowment- Fund 
Greg Hammer - Treasurer/Chairman 
Donna Barber 
Wendell Wehling   
John Wunderlich 
 

Teller Committee  
Robert Barber – Chairman 
 

Capital Projects Fund  
Bill Shapkauski – Treasurer 
 

St. Paulus Cemetery Board 
Zion Members  St. Paul Members 
Gerald Bachert  Fred Hoffmeyer 
Tim Ohlendorf  Stan Weishaar 
Doug Short   Steve Weishaar 
Steve Squier   
 

Wil Gronewold Scholarship Fund Committee 
Art Blum 
Pastor - Vacant 
 

Good Samaritan Committee 
Roy DeGroot 
Ron Stluka 
David Mills 
Kay Bunte 
 

Dorcas Society 
Kay Bunte, President 
Debbie Falaschetti, Vice President 
Janice Strenge, Secretary 
Rhonda Campbell, Treasurer 
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Christian Growth 
Janice Strenge 
 

L.W.M.L. 
Rhonda Campbell 
 

Altar Committee 
Bev Cooper & Sandy Johnson; Co-Chairs 
 

Senior Choir  
 

Adult Handbells 
Jessie Svenningsen-Vales 
 

Banner Committee 
Kay Bunte 
 

Audit Committee 
Margie Cook (Chair) 
Janice Strenge 
Vacant 
 

Call Committee 2022 
Christa Adam 
Kay Bunte 
Paul Eggert 
Greg Hammer 
Ron Janota (Chair) 
Brad Johnson 
Dave Mills 
Mindy Nykaza 
Will Strenge 
 

(* up for election) 
 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY is in the Zion conference room,  
9:30am-11am on Wednesdays. 



 17

APRIL 19, 2022                                               LCMS.ORG 

By God's grace, and through you, our response in 
Ukraine continues. Here's how you are helping. 

Dear Fellow Redeemed: 

You have my tremendous thanks for the generosity you’ve expressed for 
the people suffering from the war and violence in Ukraine. As the pain 
and suffering continue in eastern Europe, your Synod has been and is 
responding — by God's immeasurable grace. 

Below is a report outlining how charitable contributions have been used 
already. 

• More than $45,000 has been dispatched to a congregation in 
Odesa, Ukraine, that is affiliated with our German Lutheran 
partner church body (SELK). That funding has been used to 
aid refugees in Lviv, Lutskfor, Vinnysia, eastern parts of 
Ukraine and other locales. The assistance has been 
used primarily for food, medicine, travel accommodations, 
documents and clothes. We are positioned to provide 
ongoing similar grants to Ukraine upon request. 

• As Lutheran pastors in Ukraine have pivoted from the “everyday 
functions” of the ministry, to providing spiritual care to a war-
torn people, your Synod is using charitable donations to 
compensate these under-shepherds for meeting critical 
spiritual needs of their communities. 

• Nearly $68,000 has been dispatched to Lutheran churches 
outside of Ukraine, in Latvia, Lithuania and Romania. These 
funds have been used for food, housing, transportation, 
medicine and items for personal hygiene and care for 
displaced persons. These funds are also being used to help 
transport fleeing Ukrainians across the border and provide 
spiritual and pastoral care in places like Riga, Saldus and 
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other towns. We are also about to send funds to Slovakia for 
use at a primary (K-8) Lutheran school taking in refugees. 

• Your Synod is collaborating with SELK to support and increase 
the church’s capacity to serve displaced peoples by 
providing spiritual care and physical aid to those seeking 
safety and shelter in Germany. 

Right now, we are contemplating and discussing what our long-term 
response will be in this situation, given God's abundant blessings. We are 
setting aside a meaningful amount of the funds we’ve already received to 
help rebuild and assist Lutheran congregations, and to continue 
supporting those congregations that are caring for refugees, when 
the war has ended. We are also considering the construction of an 
LCMS mercy center in Romania — strategically placed to help women 
and children impacted by this war. This likely will be a six-figure, long-term 
goal. 

It’s difficult to believe that this war began only a little over a month 
ago! Because you care what happens to the people in Ukraine, our 
response has been immediate and will last for the long haul. Contributions 
from God’s people like you are primarily being used to provide immediate 
spiritual care and physical relief, and likely will be used in those fashions 
for some time. But there is much thought being invested into orchestrating 
our response, well past immediate needs. 

We are able to feed and care for body and soul of those affected by this 
situation. You have played a significant role in expanding that ability. 

As we reflect on the death and resurrection of Christ our Savior, I reflect 
on these words in 1 John 4: 

“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves 
has been born of God and knows God. Anyone who does not love does 
not know God, because God is love. In this the love of God was made 
manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we 
might live through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that 
he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if 
God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen 
God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in 
us. 

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given 
us of his Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his 
Son to be the Savior of the world. Whoever confesses that Jesus is the 
Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. So we have come to know 
and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever 
abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. By this is love 
perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, 
because as he is so also are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but 
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perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and 
whoever fears has not been perfected in love. We love because he first 
loved us” (1 John 4:7-19). 

You have indeed demonstrated and continue to demonstrate Christ's 
love for the people of Ukraine — because you know of His deep love 
for you. Thank you. 

Go to this link for more information: https://www.lcms.org/ukraine 

In service to our Lord Jesus, and to you, 

Mark Hofman, Executive Director for LCMS Mission Advancement 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
 
 

 

REPORT FROM REDEEMING LIFE MINISTRIES 

Redeeming Life Ministries has passed a critical 
milestone in bringing the vital ministry of 

Redeeming Life Maternity Home to the Northern Illinois District. 
Immanuel Lutheran Church in East Dundee approved their offer to 
purchase a portion of the 16 acre piece of property they just east of the 
school. There is an existing house on the property  which will be 
renovated to serve as the first Redeeming Life Maternity Home in 
Illinois. They hope to close on the property and begin renovation in 
June. Please continue to pray for everyone involved. 

 
 

CALLING ALL GRADUATES!  
Zion’s Stewardship/Outreach Board would like 
to help you celebrate! 
On Sunday, June 5th following the morning 
service we will have cake and coffee (and juice) 
to honor you and provide our congratulations 
and best wishes in Christ as you celebrate the 
completion of one phase of life and eagerly look toward the next 
one!  
Please provide your name, grade, and school from which you are 
graduating to Terri in the church office. We plan to have that 
information printed in the bulletin that day! This event covers 
everyone from pre-school through college –- every graduation is 
important! We're proud of you! 
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LIVESTREAM MANAGER NEEDED 
Since the pandemic began over two 
years ago, Zion has been showing its 
worship services and other events 
“online.” Pastor Rock has been the main 
one responsible for keeping this going 
for us. With his upcoming retirement, we 
are seeking someone to take over that 

effort. Literally hundreds of “views” of our services occur each week. 
And, within those who watch, many are homebound Zion members! 
Thus, by our livestreaming our worship services, many of our 
members who would normally be unable to hear the Word of God 
may do so from their own homes! 
If you would like to learn more about the duties of this vital ministry, 
please speak with an Elder or Pastor Rock. (This task is not 
impossible to learn and do, by the way!!) 
 
 
 

PASTORAL CALL COMMITTEE REPORT 
Our congregation voted last December to 
request a specific man who was 
graduating from the seminary this spring 
to come serve as Zion’s next pastor. At 
the time of the submission of our request 
to the Board of Placements, we were told that we had approximately 
a 40% chance of receiving that requested man. 
At the beginning of April, we learned that we would not be receiving 
our requested candidate. Normally, that would “trigger” our Call 
Committee to begin doing work again – seeking other pastors to 
whom we could extend a call and ask them to prayerfully consider 
coming to serve God among us. 
However, because of our present on-going discussions to consider 
some form of “joint ministry” with St. Paul and St. John Lutheran 
Churches of Beecher, our Call Committee remains in a suspended 
status. As long as those discussions continue in a fruitful direction, 
this committee will continue in a “wait and see” mode. However, 
should the need arise, then the committee will reactivate as quickly 
as possible and resume its duties toward Zion.  
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FROM THE BOARD OF ELDERS 
Zion’s Board of Elders met in early 
April. Among the topics discussed 
was a return to the form of Holy 
Communion distribution that we 

used prior to the onset of the pandemic. The Elders determined to 
bring about such a return in two phases. We immediately began 
distributing the Supper from the communion rail for those who 
wished to come forward. Now, beginning in May, the chalice will 
again be available to those who wish to receive the Blood of Christ 
utilizing that vessel. Of course, the individual glasses will remain 
available. 
The Elders are set to meet on Monday, May 2nd to discuss the 
upcoming vacancy due to Pastor Rock’s retirement. They will also 
begin the process of identifying those people who have moved 
away or who no longer have interest in being a member. There are 
many other things that will need the Elders’ attention during this 
time. Please pray for this vital board of our congregation. 

 
 

DID YOU KNOW… 
    …that there is a fire escape/exit to the 
outdoors through the sacristy (Pastor’s dressing 
room)? Please keep that fact in mind should a fire 
or other emergency occur and the usual doors that we utilize to 
enter and leave our worship area become blocked. 
(Please note that that particular door is an “exit only” door. There is no way to 
open it from the outside should you leave the building using that door.) 

 
 

 

GRIEF SHARE GROUP 
Pastor Stein (St. Paul) is 
leading a Grief Share Group 
in the Zion conference room 
on Tuesdays 6pm-8pm 
beginning May 3rd. Anyone 

suffering from a loss is welcome and you can join at any time. If you 
have any questions please contact Pr. Stein 618-204-0378. 
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FROM: 
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL 

Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 
540 Oak Park Ave., P.O. Box 369 

Beecher, IL 60401 
Rev. Ronald D. Rock, Senior Pastor 

Mrs. Kelly Henning, Principal 

 
  Church 708-946-2271   School 708-946-2272 
   Zionbeecher@comcast.net      Zionbraves@comcast.net 
            WWW.zionbeecher.net                FAX 708-946-2611 

 
 
 

TO: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Mother’s Day, May Mother’s Day, May Mother’s Day, May Mother’s Day, May 8888thththth    
 
 

Her children rise up and call her blessed; her husband also, and he 
praises her: “Many women have done excellently, but you surpass 

them all.” Proverbs 31:28-29 ESV 


