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June/July 2022
Dear friends in Christ Jesus,
When my retirement was set for June 26, 2022, it more or less began
a long string of “lasts” – my last Christmas, my last Easter, my last
Confirmation class, etc. And, even this – my last newsletter column!
Certainly over the years, I often found other things more enjoyable to
do as part of my duties at Zion than contribute to the newsletter; yet,
the newsletter did provide a nice vehicle that allowed me to
communicate with the entire congregation about any number of topics.
Over the years we discussed nice (and on a few occasions) not-sonice things going on in our parish, within our synod, or within this fallen
world. Sometimes we addressed upcoming special worship services.
Sometimes we discussed the various “seasons” of the Church Year
and how they helped us to more clearly see Christ come into our world
for us. Sometimes I provided a loving, pastoral warning about the
temptations to be found in this world.
But here, in this “last newsletter column,” I will make it more personal
than perhaps ever before. Yes, I use this last column to tell you
exactly what I think of you! To do that, I’ll quote St. Paul:
I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4always in every prayer
of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, 5because of your
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 6And I am sure of
this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion
at the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to feel this way about you
all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of
grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation
of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the
affection of Christ Jesus. [Phil. 1:3-8, ESV]
Over the years we have gone through much together. You have
graciously allowed me to be part of your individual and family lives. We
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have laughed and cried together. We have rejoiced at births and shed
tears at funerals. We marveled at the candlelit Christmas Eve services
and were always thrilled when our gorgeous organ accompanied by
trumpets accounted the fact of Jesus’ open tomb on Easter morning!
And, ever-present through it all, was the Lord Jesus Christ who first
brought us together in October of 2001. He always remained with us
leading and guiding us using His eternal Word of Life.
Just as families come together through the events that envelop them,
so have we united and actually gained strength through our shared
experience of life together here on earth with our Lord Jesus. Truly,
within His Church and using His Means of Grace in His Word and
blessed Sacraments we have come to know and love one another
seeing each other for exactly what we each are – a forgiven child of
God through the blood of Jesus shed for us. And with that status as a
child of God, we also have a shared destiny – to dwell with God in
heaven when our time on this earth is completed!
And so, using Paul’s words, I thank my God in remembrance of you
and for your partnership in the eternal Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Yes, He who first brought us together so many years ago, will bring us
together in the Day of our Lord Jesus Christ when we rest from our
labors before Him and with one another!
Besides offering my thanks and expressing my Christian love for you,
I must also make you aware of this: As of the end of June, I will no
longer be your Pastor-in-Christ. This means that I will not be able to
serve the members of Zion in an official, pastoral capacity should there
be a need for a Baptism, a funeral, a wedding, etc. This is because I
will no longer be your pastor; rather, God will have raised up another
man to serve you as your Pastor-in-Christ. The very last thing that any
of us would want to do is reject the Pastor whom God has raised up
through His Church to serve you!
Certainly, Karen and I will keep in touch with you, our dear brothers
and sisters in Christ. As we are able, we hope to be able to attend
Baptisms, funerals, weddings, etc. and be with you as your sister and
brother. However, for me to officiate at those events would be usurping
the duty and responsibility that God has given to another Pastor who
He has put in place to serve you in your earthly journey to His heavenly
kingdom.
And so, thank you, dear Zion members for all that you did for me and
my family. We love you and hold you in our hearts with the affection of
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Christ – all the while yearning for the Day of the Lord Jesus when we
are together in His presence that goes on without end!
With deep Christian love and affection,

Pastor Rock

“ZION GARAGE SALE”
Zion Dorcas Society and Christian Growth are
planning on holding a “garage sale” again this
year on Thursday and Friday, July 28th & 29th
from 8am – 4pm and Saturday, July 30th
from 8am to 12 noon. While you are doing your “spring cleaning”,
consider donating those reusable items you no longer have need of to the
sale. Please put reusable, sellable items in a box marked “garage sale”
and save them for our sale. Items may be brought directly to the gym on
Saturday, July 23rd through Wednesday, July 27th from 12 noon – 4pm
each day. Please use west conference room entrance to the building. Any
Senior Citizens that need us to pick-up items, or anyone needing to make
special arrangements for drop off: call Kay 708-946-2472 or Alleen 708946-6477. We CANNOT ACCEPT exercise equipment, TV’s, large
appliances, or encyclopedias! We will also be serving lunch during the
sale. For $4.00 you can purchase a BBQ sandwich OR a hot dog, a bag
of chips, a treat of homemade brownies or cookies and a glass of coffee,
ice tea, or lemonade. If you can help with set up or work a day of the sale,
there will be a sign-up sheet in the Narthex as we get closer to the date of
the sale. Thank you for your support!

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE
In order to keep the landscaping maintained, we are
asking for help. A chart, dividing up the areas of
landscaping, is in the narthex. If you are able to help,
please sign up for the area you will be willing to take care of for the season.
These tasks can be done as they fit in your schedule. If you want to set
up a group of your friends work together and take care of a section, you
are encouraged to set this up yourself. THANK YOU for your help in
helping to keep the outside landscape of our church maintained.
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Support Zion Lutheran Church & School when you shop
online with Amazon Smile. smile.amazon.com
Your unique charity link: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/362480851

ST. JOHN’S VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Children are invited to get on a roll with God as a
parade of food trucks roll into their neighborhood
for this summer's biggest party! At Food Truck
Party VBS, kids will enjoy an interactive,
energizing, Bible-based good time as they get on
a roll with God. They will become Chefs and
discover how we can turn to God in prayer every day to meet our needs
and how we can join God in providing for the needs of others. VBS will
run from July 25-29 from 9-11:30 AM for kids ages 4 thru 8th grade.
At this time we are in need of Host (Group Guides) who will lead our Chefs
to different stations. We also need Activity Center Leaders (Station
Leaders) to help with crafts, snacks, and games. If you are willing to fill
one of these roles, please let Rhonda (708-254-7814) know as soon as
possible.
Register or Volunteer at: http://www.myvbs.org/StJohnVBS2022.
Registration deadline is Monday, July 18th.

WORSHIP TIME CHANGE
Sunday services now begin at 10am. This change will
continue until further notice. (The Zion committee meeting
with board members from St Paul's and St. John's would
like to remind everyone that our worship time has changed
rather than St. Paul's and St. John's changing their service
time because we do not have a Pastor. As such, it was necessary to
change our service time to ensure continued Sunday worship at Zion.)
Beginning June 6th our Saturday evening service will be moved to
Mondays at 7pm. This worship day and time will be in play throughout
the summer.
VALET PARKING SERVICE HAS RETURNED! If in need, a
volunteer will be available to park your car. Please use the driveup portico doors on the west side of the building. June volunteer
– Rick Becker and July volunteer – Landis Wehrmann.
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ALTAR FLOWER CALENDAR
You are welcomed and encouraged to arrange for flowers
to be put on the Altar in memory of loved ones, in honor of
birthdays, anniversaries, or any special occasion you
choose. You may order the arrangement from the florist of your choice or
Beecher Florist (708-946-2541). Please make delivery arrangements with
your florist. There is a calendar in the church office for you to choose your
special day in 2022.
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTS:
There are a couple of ladies in our congregation, who make
LWR Quilts all year long. They would accept material,
sheets and pillow cases to be used in making quilts. This
can also be left in the narthex. If you have any questions,
please contact Janet Guritz, Arlene Leodler, or Kay 708-946-2472.

REMINDER: Members and visitors please remember
to fill out an attendance card and place it in the wooden
box as you leave the sanctuary. If you are from St. John
or St. Paul, please mark that on your card. Thank you.
(We keep this information for church statistics that get
sent to the LCMS/Northern Illinois District.)

DID YOU KNOW…
…that there is a fire escape/exit to the outdoors
through the sacristy (Pastor’s dressing room)? Please
keep that fact in mind should a fire or other emergency
occur and the usual doors that we utilize to enter and
leave our worship area become blocked.
(Please note that that particular door is an “exit only” door. There is no way to
open it from the outside should you leave the building using that door.)

Next Dorcas Dessert Luncheon & Meeting is
Thursday, September 8th @ 1pm in the conference
room. Hostesses: Sharyn Pequett & Kim Eggert.
Program: Bible Study & LWML Collection.
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A big “THANK YOU” to all of you who have spent your time
at Zion cleaning and doing yard/building maintenance. You
are awesome and your church family truly appreciates you!

SPECIAL MONTHLY WORSHIP & LUNCHEON
THURSDAY, JULY 21ST @ 11:00AM
ATTENTION ALL SENIORS, RETIREES OR ANYONE
AVAILABLE ON THE 3RD THURSDAY OF THE MONTH!!
We are encouraging everyone who is available to
come to this special worship service and luncheon
no matter what your age. Following the communion service, you will be
served a luncheon which is sponsored by private donations of individual
members of Zion and served by some of our members. This event is held
on the 3rd Thursday of every month. Please join us at 11:00am for a time
of worship and fellowship. EVERYONE IS WELCOME!
It's time to begin planning for Oktoberfest! St.
Paul's is inviting our sister LCMS congregations
to help with Oktoberfest this year. The next
planning meeting will be held at Zion on the
evening of Thursday, July 7th, at 7PM. All who
are interested in helping are invited to attend. Thank you! Pastor Stein

TITHES, OFFERINGS, & ZION’S FINANCES
Dear members of Zion, Some financial experts are
predicting that the onset of inflation in our economy is
a distinct possibility for us. Because of that, please
prayerfully keep in mind that the costs for goods,
services, & utilities that your church must utilize will
also rise.
Sadly, too many of God’s people look at their offering as more of an
“admission fee” (given only when in attendance) than as a planned,
systematic offering to the Lord and the proclamation of the Gospel through
the ministry of our beloved church.
Scripture teaches of planned, systematic offerings to the Lord. (“firstfruit”
giving) By prayerfully engaging in that, you will do what our Lutheran
Confessions call the “exercising of one’s faith.”
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Please consider doing one or more of the options outlined below:
Remember, good Christian stewardship begins with each of God’s people,
regardless of age, gender, or salary size.
Options for Zion’s Members:
 Set Up Automatic Offerings Through Your Bank This has
been used with great effectiveness for many years by Zion
members. Call your financial institution and ask about establishing
an automatic offering to Zion each week or month.
 Set Up Automatic Electronic Transfer of Offerings This option
is slightly different from that noted above; however, it too, has
been used with great effectiveness for a long time. In a way, this
option is easiest of all. Simply call Terri, our church secretary
(708-946-2271) and tell her that you wish to set up this automatic
offering. She will mail a form to you that authorizes Zion to receive
an electronic transfer from your account each week or month (you
decide on the frequency). You put on the form the amount and
frequency that it will be paid and mail it back to Zion. Done! And,
OF COURSE, any of these automatic offerings can be cancelled
at any time. You always remain in control of your gifts to the work
of the Lord.
 Give Your Offering Using our Website Go to Zion’s website:
www.zionbeecher.net. Toward the upper right hand corner of the
page, click on the “Give” button. You can then utilize PayPal to
direct your offering or tithe to Zion.
 Mail Your Offering to the Church If you don’t take advantage of
a “payment service” through your financial institution, please be
sure to consistently bring or mail your offering to the church. Every
offering is needed! Zion’s postal address is: Zion Lutheran
Church, P.O. Box 369, Beecher, IL 60401-0369.

Revenue & Expense Report
Recap Month – May 2022
Beginning Balance
+Receipts
-Expenses: Payroll, Taxes
Bills Paid
Ending General Fund Balance
Loans, Payables Due
Current Status of General Fund

This Year
-$11,898.29
71,640.38
39,769.03
42,113.61
-$22,140.55
10,000.00
-$32,140.55
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Last Year
$98,712.90
43,069.73
38,959.66
19,893.55
$82,929.42
0
$82,929.42

ZION LUTHERAN OF GRANT PARK’S 150TH
ANNIVERSARY YEAR!




We rejoice with our brothers and sisters of our sister
congregation at Zion Lutheran of Grant Park as they
observe their 150th Anniversary this year. Here is a brief
schedule of their Anniversary events:
Sun., Sept. 11th @ 10 am Divine Service & Outdoor Picnic Potluck. Guest
preacher, Rev. David Federwitz, former pastor
Nov. 5th – 6th Hymn Festival (Saturday) Guest preacher, Rev. Robert Volkert,
former pastor
For more details, please view Zion Grant Park’s Facebook page.

LIVESTREAM MANAGER URGENTLY NEEDED
Since the pandemic began over two years ago, Zion has
been showing its worship services and other events
“online.” Pastor Rock has been the main one responsible
for keeping this going for us. With his retirement, we are
seeking someone to take over that effort. Literally
hundreds of “views” of our services occur each week. And, within those who
watch, many are homebound Zion members! Thus, by our livestreaming our
worship services, many of our members who would normally be unable to
hear the Word of God may do so from their own homes!
If you would like to learn more about the duties of this vital ministry, please
speak with an Elder or Pastor Rock. (This task is not impossible to learn and
do, by the way!!)

BEECHER 4TH OF JULY FESTIVAL
FRIDAY, JULY 1ST THRU MONDAY, JULY 4TH
AT FIREMAN’S PARK
There will be nightly entertainment, a bean bag tournament,
the popular Prairie 4-H Expo, carnival, bingo, festival market, and many other
events and surprises. This year a 2022 Chevy Trailblazer will be raffled
off. For more details go to www.villageofbeecher.org or Beecher Fourth of
July page on Facebook. For more information please contact
the Beecher Village Hall at 708-946-2261.
As in the past, Zion is hosting Bingo during the fest (July 1-4).
We are in need of volunteers to help in the Bingo stand. We need
ticket sellers, callers, and runners for 2 hour shifts. Please
contact: Debbie Falaschetti 708-252-0095 or Margie Cook 708-804-1440
if you are willing to help! Thank you!
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CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
Wednesday, July 20th @ 7pm.

VOTERS MEETING
Sunday, July 31st after the 10am service.

FAITHFUL WORSHIP OPTIONS OFFERED BY ZION:
“Old Fashioned” IN PERSON Worship We
have seen a marked increase of people attending
our Sun. & Mon. services in the past few weeks.
Please consider attending in person if that is a viable option for
you. Certainly, if your health dictates that you cannot yet
personally attend, please take advantage of our “electronic
options” for worship shown below.
 “Livestream” Using Facebook & YouTube Utilize Facebook
or YouTube to watch when Zion “goes live” for Sun. morning
worship services. Requires internet access. Here are the links:
Facebook: Zion's Facebook Page YouTube: Zion Lutheran
YouTube
 “PhoneLiveStreaming” When Zion “Goes Live” This option
is mostly for those who do not have internet capability. Call (toll
free) 1-844-806-7617 to register your phone (landline OR cell) to
automatically receive a call when Zion “goes live” for our Sunday
worship service. You may also call this number anytime during the
week to listen to a recording of the last time that we “went live” at
Zion.


Options for Faithful Worship Other than Zion:
 Lutheran Hour Ministries
Station
WGN
WRMN

City, State
Chicago, IL
Elgin, IL

Freq
720
1410
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Band
AM
AM

Day
Sun
Sun

Time
6:00 AM
9:00 AM

WKEI
WJOB

Kewanee, IL
Hammond, IN

1450
1230

AM
AM

Sun
Sun

9:00 AM
10:00 AM

 Worship Anew
DIRECTV - Sunday at 10:30am - channel 377
Comcast Cable - Sunday at 11:30am - channel 138
WPWR50 (CW) - Sunday at 8:00am – (antenna 50)
(Online viewing at www.worshipanew.org)

YOU’VE GOT MAIL!
[Note – Correspondence addressed to our congregation-at-large is
periodically delivered. Shown below is one such letter that recently
arrived.]

From Rev. Allan Buss, Pres., Northern Illinois District (LCMS)
May 31, 2022
Dear Zion Congregation,
Thank you for your continuing support and partnership in the Gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ! It was great to be with you earlier this month and preach
in Pastor Rock’s absence. We in the Northern Illinois District join you in
thanking God for your partnership in the Gospel of our Lord Jesus. We are
also very grateful for your continued financial support of our common mission
in Christ Jesus!
/s/ Rev. Dr. Allan R. Buss, President – The LCMS Northern Illinois District

Celebrate people of all abilities at Voice of
CareFEST! This FREE, inclusive fun fest takes
place on Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., on
multiple dates at different locations. Enjoy
Voice of CareFEST on July 16 at Concordia
University Chicago in River Forest (IL), July
23 at St. John Lutheran Church in
Indianapolis (IN), July 30 at St. Peter
Lutheran Church in Schaumburg (IL), and August 6 at St. Paul
Lutheran Church on Dorchester in Chicago (IL). This FREE familyfriendly celebration features a complimentary Chick-Fil-A picnic lunch, an
inclusive fun walk, games, crafts, and music, to engage people of all ages
and abilities in fun, inclusive, interactive, relationship building activities.
It’s all FREE, but please register online at VoiceOfCare.org. Questions?
Email office@voiceofcare.org.
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We sincerely appreciate your hard work and
efforts year after year. Thank you for your
many wonderful years of service!
God’s blessings to you.
ZLS – FACULTY & STAFF
Mrs. Kelly Henning; Principal, 3rd & 4th Grades
Mrs. Cheryl Salaski, 7th & 8th Grades
Mrs. Jennifer Bennett, 5th & 6th Grades
Ms. Diane Brackman, 1st & 2nd Grades
Mrs. Martha Shapkauski, Kindergarten
Mrs. Mary Calonge, Preschool & Prekindergarten
Mrs. Roxane Lorenz, BASC Director, Preschool Aide
Miss Jan Schulz, School Aide, Music Director
Mrs. Courtney Selucky, Art Instructor
Mrs. Rhonda Stadt, Hot Lunch Director
Mrs. Debbie Radtke, Computer Instructor, Librarian
Mrs. Lucy Rietveld, School Administrative Assistant
Mr. Tony Triola, Building Superintendent
Rev. Ron Rock, Pastor
ZION CHRISTIAN DAY SCHOOL BOARD
Mr. Greg Hammer, Chairman
Mrs. Janice Boicken
Mrs. Kim Daugherty
Mr. Bradley Johnson
Mrs. Laura Mills
Mr. Roger Phillips
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ZION LUTHERAN SCHOOL
JUNE 1, 2022
LILY JOSEPHINE DEYO
SARAH BETH MUEHLBERG
VAN MATTHEW PORTER
MARY MARTHA SHAPKAUSKI
CLASS COLORS
Purple & Pink

CLASS BIBLE VERSE
James 1:12 (ESV)
“Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for
when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life,
which God has promised to those who love him.”

CLASS HYMN
Onward Christian Soldiers

CLASS MOTTO
Don’t cry because it’s over, smile because it
happened ~ Class of 2022
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GRIEF SHARE GROUP
Pastor Stein (St. Paul) is leading a Grief Share
Group in the Zion conference room on
Tuesdays 6pm-8pm. Anyone suffering from a
loss is welcome and you can join at any time. If you have any questions
please contact Pr. Stein 618-204-0378.

THANK YOU!
Dear brothers and sisters at Zion,
Well, you did it – AGAIN! Collectively you
wonderful members of Zion have
rescued the U.S. Post Office Department
from continuing to operate in the red!
Well, perhaps that’s a bit of hyperbole;
but yet, the huge deluge of cards and
notes that were sent to me in the last 5
weeks following my accident simply HAD to have helped the bottom line
of the Post Office!
Through your cards as well as your phone calls and text & email
messages, you show your Christian love, care, and concern for others –
and this time, it was for Karen and me! When I “hit the deck” after I slipped
on the floor, I told myself that I might be laid up “for a week or so.” Little
did I ever suspect that I would have to miss four weekends of being with
you for our Divine Services! But during that time, you, our brothers and
sisters in Christ, kept in contact with us, constantly showing your Christian
love and genuine encouragement! Thank you so much for that! This was
so important to us because I remained in a lot of pain. I spent over 20
hours a day on my back for several weeks. The result was that I was in a
“bad spot” during that time. Your prayers and various ways of contacting
us were a great blessing to us and for that, we offer our sincere thanks!
Our unofficial Zion motto is: Zion Lutheran Church: A Christian Family
Who Cares for You! Please know that we personally saw our congregation
live up to that motto during these past few weeks! Thank you and God
bless you all in Christ Jesus, our Savior! Pastor & Karen
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WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY is in the
Zion conference room,
9:30am-11am on Wednesdays.

BEECHER FARMERS MARKET 2022
2nd & 4th Saturdays
625 Dixie Hwy., Beecher, IL
9am to 1pm (May – October)
Beecher Farmers Market is coordinated by St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church, Beecher.
www.facebook.com/BeecherFarmersMarket
Dates in 2022: June 25th, July 9th & 23rd, August 13th
& 27th, September 10th & 24th, October 8th & 22nd.

“Well done, good and faithful servant.” Matthew 25:21
God’s Blessings to Pastor Rock and Karen. Thank you for your 20+
years of service. With Love, your Christian family here at Zion.
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FROM:
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
540 Oak Park Ave., P.O. Box 369
Beecher, IL 60401
Rev. Ronald D. Rock, Pastor
Mrs. Kelly Henning, Principal

Church 708-946-2271
Zionbeecher@comcast.net
WWW.zionbeecher.net

TO:
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School 708-946-2272
Zionbraves@comcast.net
FAX 708-946-2611

