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June/July 2021
Dear friends in Christ Jesus,
“This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it!”
Psalm 118:24
No question about it… Summer is here!
With the onset of summer, many of God’s people are spending more
time outdoors and “on the go” in God’s beautiful creation. This is
especially so this summer after many of us were somewhat
“incarcerated” last summer!
So, with that in mind, I ask you to consider the so-called “Psalm of
Summer.” It’s a humorous (although somewhat irreverent) adaptation
of Psalm 23. Here it is:
“Recreation is my shepherd, I shall not stay at home. He maketh me to
lie down in a sleeping bag; He leadeth me down the Interstate each
weekend. He restoreth my suntan; He leadeth me to State Parks for
comfort’s sake. Even though I stray on the Lord’s Day, I will fear no
reprimand, for my rod and reel art with me; they comfort me. I anointest
my skin with oil, my gas tank runneth over; Surely my trailer shall follow
me all the weekends this summer, and I shall return to the House of the
Lord this Fall.” (But then it’s football season… hmmm!)
We may chuckle, but this ‘psalm’ does have a ring of truth to it, doesn’t
it? For churches everywhere, worship attendance “takes a dive” in the
summer months. Now that the government mandates regarding the
size of groups gathering have abated, we are free to gather as many
as we wish for our worship services. Yet, now the season of “Summer”
is working against us!
What each Christian must keep in mind, is that our relationship with
our God must not be put on hold during the summer months. No sane
person who is married would dream of telling their spouse that they
won’t be seeing them or even talking with them “until the summer is
over.” To have such an attitude toward one’s husband or wife is really
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having the attitude that clearly states: “I don’t care that much about our
relationship!” And, of course, only a fool would make that statement!
So, dear Christian sisters and brothers, enjoy this summer of 2021 –
again especially after the bust that 2020 was! But, also, don’t neglect
your faith life. Don’t neglect “meeting together, as is the habit of
some” (Hebrews 10:25, ESV); rather, take time to worship the Lord each
week. By doing so, you’ll be sure to have your priorities straight; that
is, you are worshiping the Creator and NOT creation!
Enjoy the summer, and… see you in Church!
Yours in Christ Jesus,

Pastor Rock

TITHES, OFFERINGS, & ZION’S FINANCES
Dear members of Zion, Some financial experts are
predicting that the onset of inflation in our economy is
a distinct possibility for us. Because of that, please
prayerfully keep in mind that the costs for goods,
services, & utilities that your church must utilize will
also rise.
Sadly, too many of God’s people look at their offering as more of an
“admission fee” (given only when in attendance) than as a planned,
systematic offering to the Lord and the proclamation of the Gospel through
the ministry of our beloved church.
Scripture teaches of planned, systematic offerings to the Lord. (“firstfruit”
giving) By prayerfully engaging in that, you will do what our Lutheran
Confessions call the “exercising of one’s faith.”
Please consider doing one or more of the options outlined below:
Remember, good Christian stewardship begins with each of God’s people,
regardless of age, gender, or salary size.
Options for Zion’s Members:
 Give All or a Portion of Your Personal Stimulus Payment
Nearly every adult American has received more than one
“stimulus payment” in the last year. Please consider donating all,
half, or at least a tithe (10%) to Zion – especially if you still have
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your main source of income. For those whose pension, salary, or
monthly income continues, please consider generously giving a
goodly portion of your “windfall” to the work of the Gospel ministry
of Zion.
 Set Up Automatic Offerings Through Your Bank This has
been used with great effectiveness for many years by Zion
members. Call your financial institution and ask about establishing
an automatic offering to Zion each week or month.
 Set Up Automatic Electronic Transfer of Offerings This option
is slightly different from that noted above; however, it too, has
been used with great effectiveness for a long time. In a way, this
option is easiest of all. Simply call Terri, our church secretary
(708-946-2271) and tell her that you wish to set up this automatic
offering. She will mail a form to you that authorizes Zion to receive
an electronic transfer from your account each week or month (you
decide on the frequency). You put on the form the amount and
frequency that it will be paid and mail it back to Zion. Done! And,
OF COURSE, any of these automatic offerings can be cancelled
at any time. You always remain in control of your gifts to the work
of the Lord.
 Give Your Offering Using our New Website This is a NEW
option for us with our revamped website in place! Go to Zion’s
website: www.zionbeecher.net. Toward the upper right hand
corner of the page, click on the “Give” button. You can then utilize
PayPal to direct your offering or tithe to Zion.
 Mail Your Offering to the Church If you don’t take advantage of
a “payment service” through your financial institution, please be
sure to consistently bring or mail your offering to the church. Every
offering is needed! Zion’s postal address is: Zion Lutheran
Church, P.O. Box 369, Beecher, IL 60401-0369.

Revenue & Expense Report
Recap Month – May 2021
Beginning Balance
+Receipts
-Expenses: Payroll, Taxes
Bills Paid
Ending General Fund Balance
Loans, Payables Due
Current Status of General Fund

This Year
$98,712.90
43,069.73
38,959.66
19,893.55
$82,929.42
0
$82,929.42
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Last Year
$12,604.87
40,226.49
36,685.01
19,563.40
-$3,417.05
0
-$3,417.05

FELLOWSHIP COFFEE HOUR” has
returned! In order to continue, we will need volunteers
to help out once a month. Setting up includes making
coffee, tea water, putting out the food, and cleanup. So ideally we will try to have 2 people on each
week. If you like to bake, we would welcome any
baked goods to share with our members. Please contact Pat Dermody
(708) 845-9642 if you can help in either way.” Pat Dermody

“ZION

“ZION GARAGE SALE”
Zion Dorcas Society and Christian Growth
are planning on holding a “garage sale”
again this year on Thursday and Friday,
July 15th & 16th from 8am – 4pm and
Saturday, July 17th from 8am to 12 noon.
While you are doing your “spring/summer cleaning”, please put reusable,
sellable items in a box marked “garage sale” and save them for our sale.
Items may be brought directly to the gym on Saturday, July 10th
through Wednesday, July 14th from 12 noon – 4pm. Please use west
conference room entrance to the building. Any Senior Citizens that need
us to pick-up items, or anyone needing to make special arrangements for
drop off: call Kay 946-2472 or Alleen 946-6477. We CANNOT accept
encyclopedias, exercise equipment, TV’s, or large appliances. Last year
we raised over $3000.00 for the boiler fund. If you can help with set up or
work a day of the sale, there will be a sign-up sheet in the Narthex. Thank
you for your support!

CHURCH SPRING/SUMMER CLEANING
In order to maintain social distancing and still be able to
have our church spring/summer cleaning accomplished, we
are setting up a chart of chores that would be done on a
regular church cleaning day. Anyone who can help, as it fits
in your schedule, can to come to church and complete the
chores you are able to do. If you are comfortable working
with a few friends, you are welcome to organize this
yourself. The chart is posted in the narthex, please indicate
the chores you have completed. Cleaning supplies are in the closet off the
narthex where the coffee hour supplies are stored. Or, you are welcome
to bring products and rags from home. If you have any questions, please
call Elliott and Sharyn Pequette 708-212-6581 or Kay Bunte 708-9462472. THANK YOU for your help in keeping our church clean and
beautiful.
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LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE
In order to keep the landscaping at our church and
school maintained, we are asking for help. A chart,
dividing up the areas of landscaping, is in the narthex.
If you are able to help, please sign up for the area you will be willing to
take care of for the season. These tasks can be done as they fit in your
schedule. If you want to set up a group of your friends work together and
take care of a section, you are encouraged to set this up yourself. If you
have any questions, please contact Elliott and Sharyn Pequette 708-2126581 or Kay Bunte 708-946-2472. THANK YOU for your help in helping
to keep the outside landscape of our church maintained.

DINNER AUCTION COMMITTEE MEETING
Tuesday, July 13th @ 5:30pm
(All are welcome to join!)
Save the Date: Saturday, October 23rd
The Auction Committee has been meeting and plans are underway for
our 11th Zion Lutheran Church and School Dinner Auction on
Saturday, October 23rd at Glenwoodie Golf Club, 19301 State Street,
Glenwood, IL. Scrementi's Banquets will cater the event. Tickets will
be $50 each and sales begin August 1st. A Silent Auction is being
planned and Kraft Auctions will again be leading our live auction! Ways
you can help: get a group of friends together to attend, donate items
for the silent &/or live auction, help on Oct. 23 w/set-up, and/or join the
committee.

SENIOR WORSHIP
Thursday, July 15th @ 11am

Support Zion Lutheran Church & School when you
shop online with Amazon Smile. smile.amazon.com
Your unique charity link:
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2480851
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FAITHFUL WORSHIP OPTIONS OFFERED BY ZION:
“Old Fashioned” IN PERSON Worship We
have seen a marked increase of people attending
our Sun. & Mon. services in the past few weeks.
Please consider attending in person if that is a viable option for
you. Certainly, if your health dictates that you cannot yet
personally attend, please take advantage of our “electronic
options” for worship shown below.
 “Livestream” Using Facebook & YouTube Utilize Facebook
or YouTube to watch when Zion “goes live” for either Sun. morning
worship or midweek devotions. Requires internet access. Here
are the links: Facebook: Zion's Facebook Page YouTube: Zion
Lutheran YouTube
 “PhoneLiveStreaming” When Zion “Goes Live” This option
is mostly for those who do not have internet capability. Call (toll
free) 1-844-806-7617 to register your phone (landline OR cell) to
automatically receive a call when Zion “goes live” for our Sunday
worship service or Midweek Devotions (see below). You may also
call this number anytime during the week to listen to a recording
of the last time that we “went live” at Zion.
 Midweek “e-Devotions” In early June, pastor resumed doing
a midweek devotion each week. Normally the devotion will be
available on Wednesdays before noon. The devotions are
“livestreamed” onto our three media channels: Facebook,
YouTube, and the PhoneLiveStreaming application.


Options for Faithful Worship Other than Zion:
 Lutheran Hour Ministries
Station
WGN
WRMN
WKEI
WJOB

City, State
Chicago, IL
Elgin, IL
Kewanee, IL
Hammond, IN

Freq
720
1410
1450
1230

Band
AM
AM
AM
AM

Day
Sun
Sun
Sun
Sun

Time
6:00 AM
9:00 AM
9:00 AM
10:00 AM

 Worship Anew
DIRECTV - Sunday at 10:30am - channel 377
Comcast Cable - Sunday at 11:30am - channel 138
WPWR50 (CW) - Sunday at 8:00am – (antenna 50)
(Online viewing at www.worshipanew.org)
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YOU’VE GOT MAIL!
[Note – Correspondence addressed to our congregation-at-large
periodically is delivered. Shown below is one such letter that recently
arrived.

From Rev. Allan Buss, Pres., Northern Illinois District (LCMS)
May, 2021
Dear Zion Congregation,
Thank YOU for your continuing support and partnership in the Gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ! It was great to be with you this past April. We join
you in thanking God for your congregation, staff, & pastor. We are also
very grateful for your financial support of our common mission in Christ
Jesus!
/s/ Rev. Dr. Allan R. Buss, President – The LCMS Northern Illinois District

NOTE FROM ALLISON CLOUS, A FORMER ZLS TEACHER

“I want to thank the congregation, on behalf of the family of Patty
Bubness, for all the prayers and support you have given us over the past
years. As you may have heard, my mom passed away peacefully at
home last Wed., May 26th… Thank you for the love and support you
have given my family. It is appreciated more than I can express.”
/s/ Allison Clous

Next “Drive-Up” Communion
(after the 9am service)
Sunday, July 4th
Please call or email if you plan to come.

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
Wednesday, July 14th @ 7pm.

VOTERS MEETING
Sunday, July 25th after the 9am service.
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RANDOM NOTES FROM VARIOUS BOARDS
 Board of Christian Day School We have had our
final meeting with our departing principal,
JoAnn Hess. We wish her and departing Music
Director Rebekah Meissner Godspeed and
blessings as they go on to other things – especially JoAnn as she enters
retirement. We look forward to welcoming Kelly Henning, our incoming
Principal and 3&4 grades teacher and Cheryl Salaski, who will be
homeroom teacher for the 7&8 grades.
 Board of Trustees We are working on short term projects of things that
need attention as well as doing the groundwork for projects that are
some months in the future. One immediate project is looking into the
broken air conditioner that serves the church nave. Without it working,
the other units struggle to “keep up” with the air conditioning needs.
Please be patient with us as we wait for contractors to get back with us.
If you see things that need attention, kindly let us know. And, of course,
we always will accept assistance with our never-ending work!
 Board of Elders We are monitoring the ever-fluid situation of the
pandemic that hit us in 2020. Within that, we are trying to “open up” our
worship services with as much God-given wisdom as we can. Please be
patient with us and kindly let us know your thoughts and concerns.
Please keep in mind that we must balance and juggle several hundred
member’s thoughts and ideas about what is “the best” way to faithfully
conduct our services. Thank you.


PASTORAL CALL COMMITTEE
The Call Committee has announced that
members of our congregation may submit
names of candidates for consideration to be
Called to Zion to serve as our next pastor. If
anyone wants to submit the name of a pastor presently serving
elsewhere for consideration, please email or call Ron Janota with the
pastor’s name and the congregation he is presently serving. Ron's
email address is: rgjanota@aol.com Telephone #708-814-2905. May
the Holy Spirit bless our congregation’s efforts and especially the
work of our Pastoral Call Committee. The committee members are:
Christa Adam, Kay Bunte, Paul Eggert, Greg Hammer, Ron Janota,
(Chairman), Brad Johnson, Dave Mills, Mindy Nykaza, & Will Strenge.
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Zion Lutheran Church & School
Beecher, Illinois

Confirmation Class
May 2021

The following Junior Youth have been taught the faith according to our
Lord’s bidding. The fulfillment of this bidding is now celebrated with
thankful hearts as they confess the faith into which they were Baptized.

ABIGAIL ROSE COLLINS
Born: September 22, 2006 - Baptized: April 24, 2011
Parents: Matthew & Jennifer (Wondrasek) Collins
Sponsors: Elizabeth Collins & Jeanette Stressl
Confirmation Verse: Jesus said: “I am coming soon. Hold on to
what you have, so that no one will take your crown.” (Revelation
3:11, NIV)

EVELYN MARIE GOERS
Born: April 11, 2007 - Baptized: May 20, 2007
Parents: Travis & Geralyn (Malloy) Goers
Sponsors: Megan M. Goers & Matthew Malloy
Confirmation Verse: I prayed to the Lord… and He freed me from
my fears. (Psalm 34:4)

HANNAH MICHELLE HAMMER
Born: January 16, 2007 - Baptized: February 25, 2007
Parents: Gregory & Julie (Herrington) Hammer
Sponsor: Michelle Ragan
Confirmation Verse: Be strong and courageous. Do not be
frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is
with you wherever you go. (Joshua 1:9, ESV)
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ABRIANNE EILEEN PAPAS
Born: June 21, 2007 - Baptized: September 16, 2007
Parents: Kenneth & Julianne (Janota) Papas
Sponsors: Douglas Janota, Marcie Janota, & Lyndsey Papas
Confirmation Verse: Keep your life free from love of money, and
be content with what you have, for he has said, “I will never
leave you nor forsake you.” (Hebrews 13:5, ESV)

CHARLES PRESTON PETERSON III
Born: March 14, 2006 - Baptized: March 4, 2012
Parent: Charles Peterson Jr.
Grandmother: Bobbi Peterson
Sponsor: Suzanne Rietveld & Witness: Steven Rietveld
Confirmation Verse: Jesus said: “As the Father has loved me, so
have I loved you. Now remain in my love.” (John 15:9, NIV)

CHRISTOPHER RODERICK RAUCH
Born: May 21, 2007 - Baptized: August 5, 2007
Parents: Steven & Vicki (Kay) Rauch
Confirmation Verse: Let love and faithfulness never leave you;
bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your
heart. (Proverbs 3:3, NIV)

GRACE LYNN RAUCH
Born: January 11, 2006 - Baptized: April 23, 2006
Parents: Steven & Vicki (Kay) Rauch
Confirmation Verse: And now these three remain: faith, hope and
love. But the greatest of these is love. (1 Corinthians 13:13, NIV)

ABIGAIL GRACE-MARIE SWANSON
Born: October 2, 2006 - Baptized: November 19, 2006
Parents: Joseph & Kristen (Schander) Swanson
Grandma: Karen Schander
Sponsors: Lauren (Schander) Morris & Debra Wierman
Witness: Mark Wierman
Confirmation Verse: [Jesus said:] “My sheep listen to my voice; I
know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and
they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my
hand.” (John 10:27-28, NIV)
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Happy summer from Preschool and Pre-K! It
is amazing how fast our time went already.
Looking back on the school year we covered a
variety of fun themes from A-Z! Apples, Easter,
Ice Cream, Monkeys, Thankfulness, Winter
and Zoos just to name a few. Our Jesus time was spent learning and
reviewing some wonderful stories from the Bible. Some highlights were
learning God creating everything, how much Jesus cares for us and we
can always talk to Him anytime, many miracles, Jesus’ crucifixion and
resurrection, the Holy Spirit’s power to help us, and of course we learned
and sang many Jesus songs. We wish you all a wonderful summer full of
happiness and health and look forward to sharing more fun with you next
year! Mary Calonge
Zion Lutheran School has completed their 20202021 school year. We were able to complete the
year in person. The children did only one week
virtually due to Covid. There were very few cases
between students and staff of Covid. We had a
very successful year!
The children had fun on June 1st with a Field Day.
They had several different relays, played kickball, and were able to have
that important water balloon toss. The school year ended on June 2nd with
a closing chapel service. We recognized the kindergarteners and all the
students for their accomplishments this past school year.
We are bidding farewell to two of our staff. Mrs. Rebekah Meissner is
leaving us after 13 years of service at Zion. She has been the school’s
music teacher during those years. We have enjoyed the many plays,
concerts, and Christmas programs that she has directed over the years.
Many of our students have also taken piano lessons from Mrs. Meissner.
She will be greatly missed.
Mrs. JoAnn Hess is also leaving us after 20 years of service. During her
20 years at Zion she has taught a multiple of different classroom
combinations from First to Fourth. She has also taught the upper grade
math for many years. She served as athletic director at Zion for many
years and principal for the last 3 years. She will also be missed.
Zion School Board has hired Mrs. Kelly Henning. Mrs. Henning will be
teaching 3rd and 4th grade and will be serving as principal. She has taught
for eleven years at St. George Public School. She is a member at Trinity
Lutheran Church, Crete.
They have also hired Mrs. Cheryl Salaski to be homeroom teacher for
7th and 8th grade. She has taught previously in Frankfurt and has subbed
for the last few years. We welcome both of these ladies to our staff.
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The staff is busy planning for the 2021-2022 school year. If you know
someone interested in a school in the fall with a Christian environment
and engages students academically with small classes, please refer them
to Zion. They can call and leave a message at 708-946-2272, or, better
yet, please send an email to zionbraves@comcast.net. (Sending an email
is better during the summer because there isn’t always someone in the
office to collect voice messages in a timely manner. We do, however,
check for email messages every day!) We can then set up a tour and meet
the teachers. Zion has scheduled registration on August 4th. Please
watch for further details.

Congratulations to our May 27, 2021, graduates!

ZION LUTHERAN SCHOOL
HANNAH HAMMER
BRODY KLECKA
CLASS COLORS
Blue and Yellow
CLASS BIBLE VERSE
“Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an
example in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.” (1
Timothy 4:12, ESV)
CLASS HYMN
What Wondrous Love Is This
CLASS MOTTO
We Bring the Fun, We’re the Class of ’21!

May God Bless
You Always!
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Zion Lutheran Church & School has a new website! It
was launched on June 7th. Check it out on your phone
or laptop at: www.zionbeecher.net

VBS AT ZION-GRANT PARK
11456 N. 11000 E. Road, Grant Park
815-465-0042
"God's Wonder Lab" is the theme for the 2021 CPH
program July 19th – July 23rd at 9am-11:30am.
Please register by June 30th. [Preschool (3-year olds) through entering
6th grade.]

ALTAR FLOWER CALENDAR
You are welcomed and encouraged to arrange for
flowers to be put on the Altar in memory of loved ones,
in honor of birthdays, anniversaries, or any special
occasion you choose. You may order the arrangement
from the florist of your choice or Beecher Florist (708-946-2541). Please
make delivery arrangements with your florist. There is a calendar in the
church office for you to choose your special day in 2021.

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTS: There are a
couple of ladies in our congregation, who make
LWR Quilts all year long. They would accept
material, sheets, etc. to be used in making quilts.
This can be left in the narthex. If you have any
questions, please contact Janet Guritz, Arlene
Leodler or Kay 708-946-2472.
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A big “THANK YOU” to all of
you who have spent your time
at Zion cleaning and doing
yard/building maintenance. You
are awesome and your church
family truly appreciates you!

The following PRESS RELEASE is from the Beecher 4th of July
Commission and is just for your information:
“Due to the pandemic, the Beecher Fourth of July Commission has
decided to delay its 2021 Fourth of July Celebration until this Labor
Day Weekend, September 3rd through September 6th in Fireman’s
Park, 675 Penfield Street, Beecher, Illinois. The theme this year is
“Fourth in the Fall”. There will be no parade this year, but the massive
fireworks show provided by Melrose Pyrotechnics will be held at
8:30pm on Sunday, September 5th. There will be a carnival, a festival
market, bean bag tournament, and live entertainment nightly. For more
details as the schedule gets fine-tuned go to www.villageofbeecher.org
or Beecher Fourth of July page on Facebook. This annual festival will
return to its normal Fourth of July weekend dates in 2022. For more
information and/or verification of this release please contact the
Beecher Village Hall at 708-946-2261.”
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FROM:
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
540 Oak Park Ave., P.O. Box 369
Beecher, IL 60401
Rev. Ronald D. Rock, Senior Pastor
Mrs. JoAnn Hess, Principal

Church 708-946-2271
Zionbeecher@comcast.net
WWW.zionbeecher.net

School 708-946-2272
Zionbraves@comcast.net
FAX 708-946-2611

TO:

June 20th
20th is Father’s Day!
Day!

Psalm 103:13
As a father shows compassion to his children,
so the LORD shows compassion to those who fear him.
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