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December, 2021
Dear friends in Christ Jesus,
We received a solicitation in mid-October from a company that sells
postcards. They wanted us to purchase Christmas postcards and use
them to invite people to attend worship services during this upcoming
Christmas season. Overall, a pretty good idea!
Included in their solicitation were two amazing facts that fully got
my attention:
1. 82% of the “unchurched” would likely attend Christmas
worship if someone invited them.
2. 63% of all Americans agree that Christmas should
include a trip to church.
To me, those are incredible facts! And… if they are true, they are
worthy of our acting upon that knowledge!
Imagine telling your close family member or friend that you wish them
a happy birthday, but that you’re too busy to go to their celebration –
while it’s just a short drive away from your house AND you
already have the day off from work. You’re correct, your lame
excuse to not attend the get-together for your loved one just would
NOT fly, would it?
Likewise, the unchurched people all around us KNOW that on a certain
level, it makes NO SENSE to not go to church as seemingly most of
the world is gathering to celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus!
So… YOU can “be a postcard!” Invite your family, friends, or neighbors
to attend church with you on Christmas Eve or
Day! Yes… you really CAN do that! And, with
So… YOU can
the 2 above mentioned facts kept in mind your
be a postcard!
invitation to attend church with you very
possibly answers a real desire of theirs!
What a Christmas Gift for you to provide to those who you love! And,
to quote “Cousin Eddy” in the old movie Christmas Vacation… to
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introduce your friends and family to the Savior of the World is truly “the
Gift that keeps on giving!”
Please, prayerfully consider who you can boldly invite to worship with
you this Christmas. Then, sit with them. Guide them through the
service. They will appreciate your care and concern for them!
Merry Christmas! May God grant you a blessed, peaceful Christmas
and a joyous New Year!
Yours in Christ Jesus, and… see you (and your friends!) in Church!

Pastor Rock

CHRISTMAS DECORATING: COLOR IT “DONE!”
A small group of members gave of their time to
decorate our church (inside & out!) for Christmas
during the last weekend of November. Thank
you to everyone who gave of their time to
prepare the Lord’s house for Advent and
Christmas worship services. A hearty “thank you” also goes to those
who prepared a nice lunch for the workers following their time of
decorating!

ZION DORCAS SOCIETY
ANNUAL COOKIE WALK
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11TH
8:30AM – 11:00AM
The Dorcas Society’s Annual Christmas
Cookie Walk is a great way to stock up for
the Christmas Season. The entire congregation bakes their favorite
homemade Christmas cookies which will be on sale for a few hours
on Saturday morning… You are reminded to bring your cookies to
the kitchen door 9am-5pm on Friday, December 10th. Proceeds
from this event will be used by the Dorcas for future purchases at
Zion. Thanks for your help!
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FROM THE BOARD OF ELDERS
The Elder Board met on
November 9th. A number of
things were discussed.
It was decided to continue to
offer our worship services as
we have been doing for some
time now. With the uncertainty of the pandemic still a part of our
lives, the Elders agreed to make no changes at this time. Within
that, they will keep the Christmas Eve schedule that we used last
year. That schedule includes a 3pm service that will require masks
to be worn throughout the service time. Although anyone may
attend this service, the Elders had in mind that attendees of this
service will have severe needs/concerns about health issues
especially as they relate to the pandemic.
The 3pm service will be shorter in duration with fewer carols/hymns
sung and with fewer stanzas sung. There will be only one Scripture
reading, a sermon, prayers, and benediction. NO HOLY
COMMUNION will be served at the 3pm service.
The 4:30pm & 7pm services will be identical and they will be on the
same order as our Christmas Eve services held in prior years. Holy
Communion will be celebrated at each of these services.
Another decision that the Elders made was to no longer strictly
adhere to the tradition that youth may not undergo the Rite of
Confirmation before their having attained 8th grade. Several factors
entered this decision. First and foremost in the Elders’ thinking, was
their concern that this tradition unduly deprived some Christians
from receiving the Lord’s Supper after they have been properly and
adequately catechized. The longer that this question was
discussed, the more elusive was any sound theological reason to
be found for depriving the Sacrament of the Altar to a youth just
because the youth had not reached a certain age.
The policy that the Elders have voted to utilize calls for the parents,
the youth, and the Pastor to all agree that a particular youth is
indeed ready to undergo the Rite of Confirmation. This means that
the youth understands the Biblical basis for the doctrine taught in
Holy Scripture and summarized in Luther’s Small Catechism.
Normally, the place where this begins is in the home. The parents
begin the process of reading and explaining Bible stories to their
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children. As the child grows in years, the Church begins to help the
parents to catechize their child in Sunday School and Preconfirmation classes. Finally, the Church’s pastor gets personally
involved in the classes for the students as they near the “end of the
beginning” of their life-long catechesis and training in the Christian
faith and life.
If you have any questions about any aspect of this, kindly speak
with your Elder or Pastor Rock. Thank you.

Next “Drive-Up” Communion is
Sunday, December 5th
Please call or email if you plan to come.

The next Voters Meeting is scheduled for
Sunday, Dec. 5th, after the 9 am service. The
2022 Budget will be considered for approval.

Revenue & Expense Report
Recap Month – October 2021
Beginning Balance
+Receipts
-Expenses: Payroll, Taxes
Bills Paid
Ending General Fund Balance
Loans, Payables Due
Current Status of General Fund

This Year
$30,903.60
97,172.42
36,775.95
77,736.68
$13,563.39
0.00
$13,563.39

Last Year
$27,587.52
69,129.30
35,169.88
40,011.29
$21,535.65
0.00
$21,535.65

REMINDER: Members and visitors
please remember to fill out an attendance
card and place it in the box as you leave the
sanctuary. We keep this information for
church statistics that get sent to the
LCMS/Northern Illinois District. Thank you.
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YOU’VE GOT MAIL!
[Note – Correspondence addressed to our congregationat-large periodically is delivered. Shown below are two
letters that recently arrived.]

From Joshua & Ashley Brandmahl, our Adopted Seminary Student
November, 2021
Dear Members of Zion,
Thank you for having me visit and preach in early November. Your latest
gift is greatly appreciated and we thank you again for your support and
care these past four years!
God’s blessings to you this upcoming Advent Season!
/s/ Sem. Joshua & Ashley Brandmahl,
Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne, IN
From the Northern Illinois District, LCMS
October 27, 2021
Dear Members of Zion,
Thank you once again for your faithful gifts given to mission and ministry
within the Northern Illinois District and to the LCMS. Your gifts go toward:
1. Resources for Mission Initiatives; 2. Support and care for workers; and
3. Continuing guidance for congregations as they seek to bring the Gospel
to our sin-sick world.
With you, my eyes are on Jesus – Hebrews 12:2-3
/s/ Rev. Dr. Allan R. Buss, President
Northern Illinois District, LCMS, Hillside, IL
From Lutheran Church Charities
Fall, 2021
Dear Members of Zion Lutheran Church,
Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ! Jesus said in Matthew 25 I tell you
the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine,
you did for me! (v. 40) Matthew chapter 25 is the foundation of Lutheran
Church Charities. Our Mission is to share the Mercy, Compassion,
Presence, and Proclamation of Jesus Christ in all that we do. Your
most recent gift to us at LCC goes no small distance to help us accomplish
that! Thank you for your support and partnership in the ministry of our Lord
Jesus Christ!
/s/ Tim Hetzner, President / CEO
Lutheran Church Charities, Northbrook, IL
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5 TIMES YOUR SPOUSE NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT THE MOST
[Note: This is taken from Prepare/Enrich marriage counselors. I use their
materials as I go through “pre-marriage counseling” with couples who get
married at Zion. The following is reprinted with permission. Pastor Rock]

An important part of marriage is being there for each other. It’s one
of the underpinnings of a strong relationship, but it’s also, well,
rather vague. Your vows may have specified for richer or poorer or
in sickness and health, but the truth is, often the times in which we
need that extra support are not always so clearly defined. They might
seem like ordinary, “just part of life” circumstances. That, combined
with getting wrapped up in the hustle of our own daily life demands
means it’s easy to miss out on opportunities to truly support our
partner when they need it most. Here are five times to be aware of
when your spouse might need extra support.
1. When they’re grieving
Whether it’s the profound loss of a friend or loved one, the death of
their childhood pet, or even something more “minor” like having to
miss their best friend’s wedding, when your spouse is grieving, they
need your emotional support. Validate their feelings, but also realize
that they might not tell you they’re having a hard time. Everyone
grieves differently, so support your partner in a way they are
receptive to. If you’re not sure what to say or what they need, just
be honest. They might be able to tell you exactly what they need, or
just knowing that you’re there for them may be comfort enough.
2. When they’re facing an identity crisis
It might not always manifest as dramatically as staring into the
mirror and asking, “Who am I?” However, the feelings of being lost
or questioning things that had once seemed clear are real. Maybe
your spouse is realizing the career path they’ve dedicated 20 years
to is not the right one for them. Perhaps they’re struggling with their
new identity as a parent or having a hard time transitioning to an
empty nest. It’s normal to face growing pains like these throughout
life, and you are in a unique position to be a source of support and
encouragement to each other when you’re going through them.
3. When they’re stepping outside their comfort zone
Let’s say your spouse tells you they’re taking the lead on a big
project at work, and they’re nervous they’ll be in over their head. Or
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they’re pushing aside their introverted tendencies to organize the
next food drive at your church. These might seem like small things,
but you know it’s a big deal for your spouse. And that makes it an
important chance to step up and show that you’re in their corner
cheering them on. After all, supporting each other in stepping
outside your comfort zone leads to personal growth.
4. When they’re standing up for themselves
Maybe they’re finally creating or enforcing a boundary with their
family or putting their foot down with a friend who’s been treating
them poorly. If your spouse struggles with assertiveness (and even
if they don’t), then this is a good time to support them in working
on that skill, that they’re worthy of being treated well, and that
ultimately you have their back.
5. When they’re trying to reach a goal
Working to adopt a healthier lifestyle or finishing an advanced
degree are examples of when your support can make or break your
spouse’s success. Think about how big of a role you play in their
daily life and how impactful your positive reinforcement can be.
Showing an unwavering belief in them is like having an extra player
on their team as they work toward their goal, whatever that may be.
As you go through life together, you’ll inevitably face situations in
which your spouse needs some extra support (and vice versa). The
problem is, these scenarios don’t always announce themselves when
they come around, and so you may not always pick up on them. With
a little more awareness, you can be sure you’re stepping up when
you’re needed most.
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PLEASE REMEMBER
Our next newsletter will be a combined edition containing
the news for January and February. We expect to publish
it in mid-to-late January. (The idea of publishing a
newsletter toward the end of December is beyond what
our limited resources allow us to do and still keep our sanity.  )
Please support Zion
Lutheran Church &
School when you shop
online with Amazon
Smile.
smile.amazon.com

Zion’s “Smile” link: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2480851

POINT TO PONDER
It’s not happy people who are thankful; rather, it’s
thankful people who are happy!

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16TH
DORCAS SOCIETY AND SENIOR WORSHIP
CHRISTMAS PARTY
Dorcas Ladies and Senior Worshipers – you are
invited to attend the Communion Worship Service at
11 am followed by the Christmas potluck at 12 pm in the Parish Hall.
Gentlemen –this may be your only opportunity EVER to go to a Dorcas
Christmas Potluck. You will be amazed at the wonderful food they
prepare for this special occasion.
Dorcas members, you are asked to bring a dish to share. There will
be a collection taken for Lutheran Child & Family Services in lieu of a
gift exchange. The luncheon will be hosted by Annie Janota, Kay
Bunte, Ginny Peterson, & the Senior Worship Committee.
Visitors & Guests are always welcome to attend.

DAKOTA BOYS AND GIRLS RANCH
Honey Sunday we collected a total of $463
in donations & honey orders. Thank you for
your support! Kay Bunte
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ZION SCHOOL NEWS
This month the students have been preparing for
their upcoming Christmas Program, “Hark! the
Herald Angels Sing”, on Saturday, December 11th
at 5pm. This will be held in lieu of the Divine Church
Service that evening. The music department has been practicing their
hymns. The hymns really explain how God has had mercy on us and
sent a Savior to bring us back to Him. Listen carefully as Zion pupils
explain each stanza, and it may be more meaningful when you sing
this hymn in the future.
PreSchoolers are getting geared up for the Christmas program. They
are also very thankful for their new toys from various donors.
Kindergarten is busy blending the letters we have learned to make
words! We are also hearing the story of Jesus' birth and are anxious to
share the story with our Zion friends and family at our Christmas
Service.
Fourth Grade is working hard on new Math skills and gaining as many
AR points as possible.
Middle Schoolers are working hard to memorize their lines for the
Christmas program. Mrs. Kelly Henning

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11TH AT 7 PM
SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE
This year we will again hold a special “Service of
Remembrance”. Its purpose is to help those people
who have lost loved ones to get through this festive
time of year – but now without those who are missing
from their lives.
This year’s service will be held on Sat., Dec. 11th at 7:00 PM. The
simple, brief service is intended for anyone, but especially for those
who wish to remember in prayer, song, and Scripture readings their
loved ones who have passed away.
During the course of the service, loved ones names will be read aloud,
the church bell will be rung, and a candle will be lit in remembrance of
that person.
Again, please remember that this is for both our own members AND
anyone within our area. Please spread the word to your friends and
family. Perhaps through this effort, we can help many people find more
joy at this time of year. Please see Pastor Rock for more information.
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A DEVOTION FROM HIGHER THINGS (an LCMS Youth Ministry Group)
[Dear friends, With the utter turmoil in which our nation is embroiled and
governmental leadership that at times appears to be utterly hapless, I thought that
this devotion from Higher Things would be worthwhile to be inserted in this
newsletter. Please read the below shown devotion and join me to pray for our
leaders so that they would have the “mind of Christ” and govern us accordingly.
Pastor Rock]

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who are in high
positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and
dignified in every way. (1 Timothy 2:1-3)
In the Name  of Jesus. Amen. It’s interesting. In his catechism, Luther
utilizes one text from Scripture to address rulers; but five for those who
are governed. Rulers are to remember that their rule is really a
stewardship of God’s care and order for society and the world. The
governed are reminded that those who rule are a gift from God.
Receiving the gift of civil government moves the faithful to pray for
those who rule. Praying for everyone obviously means that we exclude
no one. This was not an easy thing for those first Christians to do. They
saw their friends and family dragged into coliseums throughout the
Roman Empire where they were tortured and sacrificed. Instead of
calling for Christians to revolt, Paul urges those Christians to pray for
the very leaders who persecuted them.
We hesitate to pray for politicians who are revealed to be corrupt and
immoral in both their public and personal lives. But there is a very good
reason for us to pray even for unbelieving, immoral rulers: so that we
may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.
That peace serves the Gospel. Leading peaceful and quiet lives allows
us to speak the Gospel of peace to all. We quietly tell people that their
hope is never in man or the rulers of men. We speak the truth that
salvation is found in no Name other than the name of Jesus. We bring
people to the preaching of the Word and the washing of water and the
Word. We teach that the Body and Blood of Jesus is truly present for
forgiveness of sins in the Holy Supper. In the Name  of Jesus. Amen.
O God, as You have established all temporal authority for our
blessing, to reward the good and punish those who do evil, bless those
who hold public office in our land that we may live in peace with all
godliness. Teach us to honor and respect those who hold office and to
receive them as gifts of your gracious hand. Uphold all in public office,
that they may execute their duties faithfully and diligently, in the fear
of your holy Name; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. -Rev. David
Magruder is the pastor of Peace With Christ Lutheran Church, Fort Collins, CO.
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2021 MIDWEEK ADVENT SERIES
THEME

ARISE AND SHINE!
This year, the three LCMS congregations located in the Beecher
area will conduct their Midweek Advent services together! St. Paul
and St. John congregations (and their pastors) will join with us at
Zion as we come together to worship in preparation to celebrate
Holy Christmas.
Services will be held on Wednesdays, Dec. 1st, 8th, and the 15th at
2pm and 6:30pm. All the afternoon services will be held at Zion so
that our school children can attend. The evening services on Dec.
1st & 8th will be held at St. John Lutheran (28054 S. Yates Ave.,
Beecher) while the evening service on Dec. 15th will be held at Zion.
Light refreshments will be offered following each of the evening
services. Please attend the service time and location that best suits
your schedule.
In this year’s Midweek Advent series we will consider how we
welcome the Christ Child – who is the light of the world – as He
arises into our lives. A wonderful result of His working in our lives,
is that we, in turn, shine with the light of Christ for all the world to
see. Each week our service will focus on a different aspect of the
light of Christ and how we are enlightened by Him not only at
Christmas time, but really, every day of our lives!
The theme verse for this year’s series is “Arise, shine, for your light
has come!” (Isaiah 60:1)
1. Dec. 1st Host Congregation: St. Paul, Pr. Mike Stein, preaching
2. Dec. 8th Host Cong.: St. John, Pr. Julian LaMie, preaching
3. Dec. 15th Host Congregation: Zion, Pr. Ron Rock, preaching

Please plan to attend all three weeks of these services. By doing
so, your enjoyment and appreciation of Christmas will be all the
more complete!
Although we urge everyone to personally attend these services, if
you wish, you may view these services as they are “livestreamed”
each week. Zion Lutheran School’s older students will be operating
the equipment to “broadcast” the 2pm services. So, if you are
unable (or uncomfortable) to attend these services in person,
please take advantage of those tools to receive the Word of God!
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•

Wednesdays, Dec. 1st, & 8th, Midweek Advent Worship (2pm @
Zion +Livestream & 6:30pm @ St. John)

•

Wednesday, Dec. 15th, Midweek Advent Worship (2pm
+Livestream & 6:30pm both here @ Zion)

•

Saturday, Dec. 11th Special Service of Remembrance (7pm)

•

Friday, Dec. 24th Christmas Eve 3pm (NO Holy Communion;
masks mandatory for entire service)

•

Friday, Dec. 24th Christmas Eve (4:30pm +Livestream & 7pm)

•

Saturday, Dec. 25th Christmas Day (10am) (NO 5pm service)

•

Friday, Dec. 31st Observing New Year’s Eve (6pm)
Please note that there will be NO SAT. 5 pm WORSHIP service on
Dec. 25th or Jan. 1st. (All services will be livestreamed via Facebook,
YouTube, & our phone system with the exception of the 6:30pm St.
John Midweek Advent.)

ANGEL TREE - ALL GIFTS AND GROCERY
CARDS ARE DUE BY DECEMBER 12TH
For those who are able to take an angel off
the angel tree, please remember to sign
the sheet so we know that each 'Angel' has
been taken. The gifts need to be wrapped
with the angel attached to the outside of the gift. Another option
is to purchase gift cards from Walt's or Aldi's or make a monetary
donation towards grocery gift cards. All gifts and gift cards need to
be returned to the church no later than Sunday, December 12th.
Thank you. Zion Christian Growth Committee
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Lutheran Child & Family
Services of Illinois has
approximately 1,750 children &
youth in their foster care and Intact Family Services programs.
Due to the uncertainty around the pandemic, they have decided to
host a financial drive again this year in place of their Christmas toy
drive. Their goal is to gift each child with a $100 gift card.
If you would like to help them meet their goal, your donation may
be sent to: LCFS Christmas Drive, One Oakbrook Terrace, Suite
501, Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181

MIDWEEK DEVOTIONS TO BE
CONTINUED
Pastor continues to provide one
midweek devotion each week – usually
on Thursday. Every effort is made to
broadcast the devotion between 1011:30 AM that day.
However, sometimes other events arise
that prohibit the devotion from being
done at the “usual time.” Should that occur, he will attempt to
broadcast the devotion as soon as is practical.
If you miss the “live broadcast” of the devotion, the recording of it
will remain indefinitely on Facebook and YouTube. The audio
recording of the devotion will remain on the telephone
“Livestreaming” program until it is replaced by next broadcast that
Zion originates.
If you have any questions about any of these opportunities, please
don’t hesitate to contact the church office. Thank you!
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ALTAR FLOWERS FOR
CHRISTMAS
Poinsettias will be available
again this Christmas season for
$9.00 each through the Christian
Growth Committee. The
poinsettias will decorate the Altar through Christmas Day. You may
take your plant home following the Christmas Day service. Due to
limited space on the altar, only 50 poinsettias will be ordered.
Reserve your flowers early to guarantee having a plant to take home.
Names will be listed in the Christmas Eve & Christmas Day bulletins.
Thank you for your support!
If you are placing this/these plant(s) in someone’s memory or for another
occasion, please note below. Please print clearly. This information will be
printed in the bulletins on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.

Plant 1.___________________________________________
Plant 2.___________________________________________
Plant 3.___________________________________________
Plant 4. __________________________________________
Plant 5. ___________________________________________
Number of Plants _____ x $9.00/plant = Total: $______
Amount enclosed: ____________
Your name: ______________________________________
Please Make Checks Payable To:
ZION CHRISTIAN GROWTH COMMITTEE
If you choose to participate, any amount over the cost of the
poinsettias will be given for the support of Vicar Joshua Brandmahl.
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FROM:
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
540 Oak Park Ave., P.O. Box 369
Beecher, IL 60401
Rev. Ronald D. Rock, Senior Pastor
Mrs. Kelly Henning, Principal

Church 708-946-2271
Zionbeecher@comcast.net
WWW.zionbeecher.net

TO:

16

School 708-946-2272
Zionbraves@comcast.net
FAX 708-946-2611

